



o 3) COMMUNITY SANTA’S HELPER SPORTS 
Health worker Local holiday ~ Theriault hits 
honored toy drive is on 100 points 
rave Page 3 Page 7 





SERVING PALMER, MONSON, BRIMFIELD, HOLLAND & WALES 


The Journal Register 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 








By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


PALMER — While the 
Palmer Motorsports Park race- 
track 1s winding down for the 
season, area municipalities are 
ratcheting up efforts to address 
noise complaints from some res- 
idents. 

Meanwhile, the  track’s 
owner says he understands he 
can’t make everyone happy, but 
remains committed to being 
a good neighbor and involved 
member of the community. 

Since PMP opened in 2015, 
residents and officials from 
Palmer, Ware, and Warren have 
been discussing what they con- 
sider quality of life issues relat- 
ed to the sounds of cars racing 
around the 2.3-mile track. Last 
week, the Ware Board of Select- 
men talked about the guidance 
the town received from State 
Sen. Anne Gobi’s office about 
appealing to the Mass. Dept. of 
Environmental Protection for as- 
sistance. 

“Sen Gobi’s office asked the 
communities that surround the 
track to work together and get a 
joint letter [to MassDEP],” Ware 
Town Manager Stuart Beckley 
told the Journal Register. 

“We’re asking for a review 
of the environmental impacts of 
noise on the town,” Beckley said. 
“We did ask for help a few years 
ago and didn’t get much help, 
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An ariel view of the Palmer Motorsports Park racetrack that winds for 2.3 miles. 
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Towns seek help from MassDEP to 
confront racetrack noise 
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The Hampden County Sheriff’s Department’s Apprehension Team arrested 
13 people who had been released from custody to lower jail populations 
around the Commonwealth during the COVID-19 pandemic. 


Sheriff's Dept. unit 
re-arrests suspects 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@turley.com 


REGION — Earlier this month, 
a Brimfield man who was charged 
with multiple counts after allegedly 
wielding a sword at passersby and 
police was arrested again, just a few 
weeks after being released from 
custody. 

The man accused of wielding 
the sword, Michael Jablonski of 
Brimfield, was not among the more 
than one dozen people recently 
arrested by the Hampden County 
Sheriff’s Department’s Apprehen- 
sion Team, but it’s another example 
of what Sheriff Nick Cocchi con- 
siders to be a dangerous pattern by 
the state. Cocchi said last Friday 


that the public is less safe because 
people released from custody while 
awaiting adjudication after being 
accused of violent crimes are back 
in local communities. 

Thousands of suspects in vi- 
olent crimes were released condi- 
tionally to lower jail populations 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Cocchi’s unit arrested 13 of them in 
recent weeks and plans to bring in 
more based on alleged violations of 
their release conditions and/or accu- 
sations of committing other crimes 
since leaving custody. 

In Jablonski’s case, he was ar- 
rested by Brimfield police because 
of “failure to comply with the terms 
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Light Up Palmer committee members (from left) Janice Lachut, Chris Smith, Patty Rice, and Audrey Barone prepar- 
ing to decorate Depot Square. Courtesy Photo 


They re lighting up the night 


in downtown Palmer 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@turley.com 


PALMER — COVID-19  not- 
withstanding, the holiday season 1s 
still present in town. 

That’s thanks to the Light Up 
Palmer committee which has taken 
the time to decorate downtown Palm- 
er and help keep the Christmas spirit 
alive. 

Christine Smith, chairman of the 
committee, said historically, Light up 
Palmer was an event the communi- 
ty used to look forward to before it 
went on hiatus for two decades. Last 
year, the committee brought it back. 

Smith said she and other Palmer 
residents worked together to bring 
Light Up Palmer back for the resi- 
dents because they want “to provide a 
tradition that had been done in Palm- 
er for many years.” She also said it is 
important to thank the Palmer Rede- 


velopment Authority, which played a 
big part in reviving the tradition. 

“They [provided] upfront mon- 
ey to help us get decorations and 
took us under their wing and ac- 
cepted us as an organization to bring 
back traditional lighting to Main 
Street and bring some joy to the peo- 
ple in town.” 

Last year, after many months if 
planning, the committee successfully 
hosted a holiday gathering in Decem- 
ber that brought residents together to 
enjoy a lit-up Depot Square, view ice 
carver Mark Rondeau’s creations, 
and even a chance to meet the train 
conductor from the holiday classic 
“The Polar Express” and more. 

“We are unable to have that be- 
cause of statewide restrictions,’ said 
Smith. 

“We hope to bring it back next 
year, when all of this is resolved and 
bring it back in a better way than we 





did last year. This year, we feel that 
there is a need to decorate downtown 
to try to brighten the spirits of every- 
body during the pandemic.” 

This year, the committee is 
continuing to fundraise and is also 
hosting a neighborhood decorating 
contest which will take place Dec. 
14-15. 

Smith said anyone would like 
to assist in fundraising efforts can 
donate through the PRA and/or pur- 
chase commemorative ornaments. 

“They just have to either email 
us or enter online, and we’ll send 
them a contestant sign that will go in 
front of their yard,” said Smith. 

Anyone interested in assisting 
with the committees fundraising ef- 
forts, sign up for the decorating con- 
test and more, send an email by by 
Dec. 11 to lightupplamer@ yahoo. 
com or visit their Facebook page to 
stay up to date. 





Monson Fire Dept: Be thankful and 
aware while preparing your feast 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


MONSON - Thanksgiving be- 
ing just around the corner means 
many hours — even days — of meal 
preparation. While it’s a joyful ritu- 
al for many, it could also lead to an 
unfortunate kitchen fire. 

The Monson Fire Department 
and State Fire Marshal Peter J. Os- 
trokey working together to prevent 
that. Monson Fire Chief Brian S. 
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Harris and Ostroskey are urging 
residents to remain cautious while 
cooking. It’s part of a statewide 
cooking fire safety awareness cam- 
paign. 

According to a news release 
from the MFD, this campaign has 
two messages residents should take 
into consideration: “Stand by Your 
Pan,” to prevent cooking fires and 
“Put a Lid on It,” to successfully put 
grease fires out quickly and safely. 

“Safety is the key ingredient 
in any recipe,” Ostroskey said in a 
Statement. 

“The leading cause of fire in- 


juries to everyone and especially to 


seniors 1s cooking, which is why it 
is important to put a lid on a stove- 
top fire.” 

Fires thrive on oxygen. Cutting 
off the source of oxygen with a lid 
will quickly cause the flames to die 
down. 

Lt. Lisa Hamill, a Monson Fire 
and Emergency Services paramed- 
ic, said the Department of Fire Ser- 
vices is hoping to make the public 
aware that safety is a particular con- 
cern at Thanksgiving. 

“It’s a number one day for 
cooking and kitchen fires in the 
country,” said Hamill. 
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The Monson Fire Department, located at 200 Main Street, urges residents 
to be aware of kitchen and household safety to avoid tragic accidents this 


Thanksgiving. 


Early Holiday 
deadline 


Note to readers: Due to 
the upcoming Thanksgiving 
holiday, the next edition of 
the Journal Register will go 
to press earlier than usual. All 
submissions from the public 
for news, opinion, community 
and calendar pages must be re- 
ceived no later than 5 p.m. Fri- 
day, Nov. 20. Email submis- 
sions as Word or .txt files or 
email text and photos as .jpgs 
(no other formats, please) to 
mharrison @turley.com. 
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Susan Scott (left) is congratulated by Palmer Healthcare Administrator David Cavalier while being recognized for 


her 40+ years of service. 


Honored for healthcare service 


Susan Scott was recently rec- 
ognized for her work at Palmer 
Healthcare in a career spanning 
over 40 years. She received a plaque 
commemorating her service from 


two Mass Reps. — House Speaker 
Robert DeLeo and Todd Smola. 
“We are all very proud of her. 
Susan’s dedication, patience, love 
and compassion to our residents are 


beyond admirable,’ one of her col- 
leagues said. ““Susan’s dedication to 
nursing and her residents have been 
recognized by many local families 
over the years.” 





Gifts, cards for senior citizens needed 


Want to help spread some 
holiday cheer to local senior citi- 
zens this year? Home Sweet Home 
Senior Living has a plan and they 
could use your help. 

Because of the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, this holiday season is diffi- 
cult for everyone to navigate, but 
especially for older adults who are 
unable to see their families as they 
normally would. Katie Krupka, se- 


nior living advisor at Home Sweet 
Home, is collecting small gifts and 
cards through Dec. 13 to distribute 
to local seniors who could use a lit- 
tle extra holiday joy this year. 
Some gift suggestions: grocery 
store or other gift cards, books, 
puzzles, scarfs, gloves, a blanket, 
socks, slippers, snacks, anything 
handmade, soaps, hand towels, jew- 
elry, arts and crafts, picture frames 


— anything you think will be appre- 
ciated. 

If you are donating a warped 
gift, there should be an indication if 
it is intended to be gender-specific. 

Krupka can arrange a socially 
distanced drop-off or pick-up ar- 
rangements for all donated gifts. 

For more information, email 
her at katie@homesweethomesla. 
com or call 413-446-8722. 
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Roving archivist lends expertise 





to Brimfield Library 
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Michael Defalco, lead member of the Sherman Room Digitization Team and Sarah-Jane Pointdexter, Roving 


Archivist. 


BRIMFIELD — The Brim- 
field Public Library is pleased to 
announce that it is a 2020 recipi- 
ent of a Roving Archivist Program 
Grant. 

Sponsored by the Massa- 
chusetts State Historical Records 
Advisory Board through funding 
from the National Historical Publi- 
cations and Records Commission, 
the Roving Archivist Program pro- 
vides Massachusetts institutions, 
both public and private, that con- 
tain historical records, with access 
to a professional archivist who 
lends advice on policies, proce- 
dures, arrangement, and descrip- 
tion of records, preservation plan- 
ning and emergency preparedness. 

As part of the grant, state 
Roving Archivist Sarah-Jane Poin- 
dexter visited the Brimfield Public 
Library’s Sherman Room in along 


Corrections 


The Journal Register will gladly correct factual errors that appear in 
this paper. Corrections or clarifications will always appear on Page 2 or 3. 


To request a correction, send information to Editor at mharrison@turley. 
com, or call 283-8393, extension 236, Corrections may also be requested in 
writing at: Journal Register, Attn: Editor 24 Water St., Palmer, MA, 01069. 


with Library Director Rebecca 
Wells and Michael Defalco to con- 
duct an evaluation of the collec- 
tion. With guidance from Defalco, 
Poindexter was able to immerse 
herself in all that the Sherman 
room has to offer during her visit. 

She took great time and care 
to learn about the history of Brim- 
field and offered suggestions on 
how the current preservation oper- 
ations can be improved. 

Poindexter will aid the library 
in creating better methods for ac- 
cessing resources while also mak- 
ing suggestions in creating or up- 
dating policies to aid in preserving 
its special collections. 

“T am excited that Sarah-Jane 
was able to share her knowledge 
and expertise with us regarding 
best practices for preserving our 
most treasured historical artifacts. 


Brimfield is a community most 
proud of its history and the guid- 
ance provided by her will ensure 
that we are able to preserve our 
collection properly and for years to 
come,’ Wells said. 


About the Massachusetts 
State Historical Records Advisory 
Board: The Massachusetts SHRAB 
provides leadership, advocacy and 
guidance to help ensure the iden- 
tification, preservation, and use 
of the state’s historical resources 
(public and private). The Massa- 
chusetts SHRAB encourages and 
supports communication and coor- 
dination among the historical re- 
cords communities and the public. 
It is the state-level review body for 
grants submitted to the NHPRC. 


DEADLINE 


The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor at 
mharrison@turley.com or call the office at 413-283- 
8393 by noon on Mondays. 

We appreciate the cooperation of our readers. 
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The Journal Register 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


Grant deadline 
extended to Dec. 14 


The Monson Cultural Council has extended the 
deadline to apply for community-orientated projects 
in the arts, humanities, and interpretive sciences. Lo- 
cal organizations, schools, and individuals have until 


Dec. 14 to apply. 


These grants can support a variety of projects 
workshops, 
schools, exhibits, and festivals and must take place 
between Jan. 1 and Dec, 31, 2021. Monson priori- 
ties can be found online at mass-culture.org/Mon- 
son along with the link to the online application. The 
deadline for applications is Nov. 16. 
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Neighbors Facebook group has grown 


November 19, 2020 


the local Neighbors Helping 


into a full-blown effort to make sure 


performances in 


those who might otherwise be forgotten 
or have a Christmas devoid of something 
special will have a day to remember in- 
stead. Several residents, including Dené 
Ackerman, Christine Henry, Kristine 
Duval, Lori Chiacchia, Lorinda Baker, 
Emily Skoczylas, and Karra “Jace” Can- 
non, have been collecting toys for kids 
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Dene Ackerman and Christine Henry are stacking up enough toys and other gift do- 
nations to reach the ceiling. 


Santa's helpers get to work 


MONSON — What started as in- and gifts for seniors. The effort initially 
concentrated on Monson but has expand- 
ed to other neighboring towns. 

A fundraiser will be held at 4 p.m. 
Dec. 3 at Main Street Tavern. Gift bas- 
kets of gift certificates and goodies from 
local businesses will be raffled off. All 
proceeds go to the cause. Want to help 
Santa’s helpers? Email Helpinghands- 
monson@ gmail.com, or visit Monson 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors for more 
information. 





Travelnitch obtains tax-exempt status 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


MONSON - Since its creation, in 
September of 2018, destination-based 
publication “Travelnitch” has transi- 
tioned from a for-profit company to a 
not-for-profit with the aim of providing 
the same service. 

“Travelnitch,’ headquartered in 
Monson, has been granted tax-exempt 
status. The now not-for-profit corpo- 
ration’s mission is to provide parents 
and their children an opportunity to 
learn more about the world they live 
in, experience diverse cultures and 
more. With this new tax-exempt status, 
Amanda L. Renna, founder and CEO 
of Travelnitch, hopes this will encour- 
age more people to support the compa- 
ny’s mission. 

Renna said they began the process 
in July and received their determina- 
tion letter in the mail on Nov. 2. 

“It came as a pleasant surprise 
because the IRS website shows a six- 
month delay on all pending applica- 
tions,’ Renna said. 

“We weren’t expecting a final de- 
cision until the new year.” 

She also said the application 
process for becoming a not-for-profit 
wasn’t easy. 


McNeely Tree Service 
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e Hazardous Tree Removal 


e Stump Grinding 
e Bobcat Work 

e Lot Clearing 

e Furnace Wood 
e Storm work 


e Firewood $220/cord 
e 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR 
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS 
HAIR SALON 


HAIR ARTIST WANTED 
with or without experience 


Position includes: 
Light Bookkeeping & Computer Experience, 
Social Media Marketing, Receptionist, 
Cleaning & Other Responsibilities 


Text 413-654-8000 cell or 
call Hair Salon 413-436-9302 


1053 Main Street, Warren, MA 01083 
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“We had to provide 
23 pages of documenta- 
tion, including a historical 
summary, financial records 
and details outlining all of 
our past, present and future 
business activities,’ Renna 
said. 

“Becoming a nonprofit 
is the east part; achieving 
tax-exempt status is the real 
accomplishment.” 

Since becoming a non-profit cor- 
poration earlier this year, Renna said 
her vision and “plans for the future be- 
came much more clear.” 

Now, the company can focus on 
its core mission. 

“We’ve been spending much of 
our time over the last few months pre- 
paring a fundraising strategy,’ said 
Renna. 

“The real work can’t begin un- 
til we convince others of our value 
but we’re excited about the numerous 
funding opportunities available to us as 
a public charity.” 

Because Travelnitch’s greatest 
need is funding and with the holiday 
season right around the corner, Renna 
said she is counting on their “neigh- 
bors’ generosity to kickstart several 
new programs in 2021.” 

Three new programs are current- 
ly in the works which will come into 
fruition depending on the amount of 
funding they receive. 


Main Street, Third Floor 
MA 01069 wi 





Amanda L. Renna 


Top Floor Learning, a privately funded 
non-profit corporation, has been helping 
others help themselves for 35 years with 

its Adult Basic Education programs. 
What makes Top Floor Learning 


personalized instruction. 


“The first is a young 
travel writer’s competition, 
culminating in the premiere 
of “Big Writers, Little Ears,” 
a podcast series for kids,” 
said Renna. 

“Our travel grants will 
provide disadvantaged fam- 
ilies with a weekend away 
to spend time exploring to- 
gether and most exciting, 
our bookshop on wheels will 
bright travel literature to kids across 
the Northeast, through a partnership 
with public libraries. We will also con- 
tinue to inspire kids through innovate 
storytelling, book and product reviews 
and virtual tours.” 

When reflecting on what she 
would specifically tell potential do- 
nors, Renna said to imagine a life with- 
out travel — not hard to conceive for 
children in families struggling t get by. 

“Together, we can change that,” 
said Renna 

“Your gift to “Travelnitch” will 
spark a passion for travel through 
hands-on learning, encourage growth 
through virtual exploration and bridge 
the cultural divide through real-world 
experience,’ Renna said. 

“Help us connect the next genera- 
tion to a world of travel. Donate today.” 

To learn more about Travelnitch 
and donor opportunities, visit travel- 
nitch.pub. 
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Let TFL's method of 


One-to-One private tutoring help 
you reach your goals with: 


e Basic reading, writing and math skills 
e High School Equivalency Exam (GED) preparation 
English Language Instruction (including conversation 
classes) 

Citizenship preparation 
Basic Computer Skills 
Resume Writing 
Tutoring for specialized licenses and tests such as: 
ASVAB, SAT and TOEFL 


For program information call Gail (413) 283-2329, 
or reach her by e-mail at: gcarneiro@toptloorlearning.org 


POSTPONEMENT: 
We are so sorry 
but our May 
Scrabble Night 
and our May 
Basket Raffle will 
be postponed. 
At this time we 
are uncertain as 
to when they will 
be rescheduled. 
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TOP FLOOR 
LEARNING NEWS! 


We are pleased to announce that we are now 
offering tutoring to High School students 


VOLUNTEER 
TUTORS 





PAGE 3 


Grant aimed at preventing 
overdose deaths 


REGION — A rapid response team 
of addiction specialists and medical pro- 
fessionals will soon be dispatched to any 
household in Hampden County where an 
overdose is reported, thanks to a grant se- 
cured by the Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Department. 

The $900,000 grant is from the U.S. 
Department of Justice Comprehensive 
Opioid, Stimulant and Substance Abuse 
Program (COSSAP). The money will 
help fund a Hampden County Addic- 
tion Task Force Program Coordinator 
position and the launch of the Rapid 
Response and Connection Program. The 
Hampden County Sheriff’s Department 
was the lead applicant for the grant, ob- 
tained on behalf of HCAT, which is com- 
prised of the sheriff’s department, the 
Hampden District Attorney’s Office, 

HCAT, launched by District Attor- 
ney Anthony Gulluni’s office in 2016, is 
a collaboration of community resources, 
law enforcement, health care institutions, 
service providers, schools and commu- 
nity coalitions, individuals and families 
whose goal is to focus on a countywide 
approach to address drug and alcohol ad- 
dictions, overdose, and prevention. 

Thanks to the grant, within 24-72 
hours of an overdose in Hampden Coun- 
ty, HCAT’s Rapid Response Team’s ev- 
idence-based approach will present the 
treatment options and wrap-around ser- 
vices needed for those struggling with 
addiction and their families. 

The COVID-19 Pandemic has com- 
plicated life for everybody, but even 
more so for some people struggling with 
substance use disorder. With reporting 
of addiction-related issues on the rise, 
including relapse and sometime fatal 
overdoses, Hampden County Sheriff 
Nick Cocchi says the team will bridge a 


critical gap in services at a time when it 
is needed the most. 

“While all the focus has been on the 
COVID-19 Pandemic, we’ve seen a dra- 
matic rise in the number of people hitting 
a dangerous point with their addictions,” 
Sheriff Cocchi said. “The isolation and 
financial instability has led to a mental 
health crisis, and an unfortunate part of 
that is people turning to drugs and alco- 
hol to numb the pain. But it only com- 
plicates their personal turmoil after the 
momentary relief, and many are hitting 
the wall. This effort will save lives and 
families by offering support and wrap- 
around services at a time when it is need- 
ed most.” 

In addition to funding the HCAT 
coordinator position and enabling the 
Rapid Response Team, the grant will 
help roll out a county-wide database 
system to document overdose incidents, 
high-risk individuals, and subsequent 
follow-up actions all in real time. 

“Aligning and mobilizing resourc- 
es county-wide to combat substance use 
and addiction disorders saves lives,” said 
District Attorney Anthony Gulluni. “As 
the leading law enforcement organiza- 
tions in Hampden County, we continue 
to strengthen our community based part- 
nerships in our efforts to prevent opioid 
related deaths, reduce harm, and prevent 
needless loss for families.” 

Overall, the new HCAT initiative 
will provide a data-driven, integrated re- 
sponse to the residents who are the most 
vulnerable and at-risk for opioid and 
substance use-related incidents while 
improving community safety and overall 
well-being. This comes at a time when 
in the last three years, there has been a 
112% increase in opioid-related deaths 
in Hampden County alone. 





Monson Savings Bank encourages 
voting for their favorite charities 


MONSON - Monson Savings Bank 
is holding its annual Community Giving 
[Initiative returns once again this No- 
vember, giving the public the chance to 
choose who will receive contributions in 
early 2021. 

Monson — The season of giving is 
just around the corner, so it seems fit- 
ting that Monson Savings Bank is once 
again reaching out to the public, request- 
ing they submit their votes for the 2021 
Community Giving Initiative. 

For 11 years, Monson Savings Bank 
has been asking the community to help 
plan the bank’s community giving ac- 
tivities by inviting people to vote for the 
organizations they would like the bank 
to support during the upcoming year. All 
are welcome to participate and can cast 
their vote online at the Monson Savings 
Bank website. 

Votes may be cast at: https://www. 
monsonsavings.bank/connect/communi- 
ty-giving.html. 

Voters may provide up to three 
names of organizations they would like 
the bank to donate to in 2021. The only 
requirement is that the organizations be 
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designated a nonprofit and they are pro- 
viding services in Hampden, Monson, 
Wilbraham, East Longmeadow or Ware. 
The voting ends on Dec. 31, at 3 p.m., 
and to be fair, the bank is requesting each 
person to only vote one time for their 
three organizations. The bank pledges to 
support the top 10 vote getters and will 
announce who they are by the middle of 
January. 

Visitors to the voting page can also 
view a compiled list of organizations that 
the bank has already supported in previ- 
ous years and previously nominated or- 
ganizations. 

“We get such positive reactions each 
year about the Community Giving Initia- 
tive when we reach out to the public ask- 
ing them for their valuable input,” said 
Steve Lowell, CEO of Monson Savings. 
“Monson Savings Bank donates over 
$150,000 to support our communities 
and their members. By partnering with 
the community members themselves and 
gathering their input, we are able to en- 
sure the organizations they most admire 
will be supported. It is a wonderful tradi- 
tion that we are happy to continue.” 
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Up to 5 quarts of oil. 
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EXHAUST SPECIAL 


10% OFF 


EXHAUST WORK 
UP TO $50 OFF 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 





Expires 11/30/20 T 
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WHEEL I 
ALIGNMENT CHECK , 


$69°° 


INCLUDES TOE - ALL OTHER 
ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 

Expires 11/30/20 T 


(Up to $50/Parts BAR NG valid with other coupon offers) 
e Automatic Transmission Service 


e FREE Towing during working hours 
(to Jackson's for repair within 15 mile radius) 


e 
Quabbin Estates 
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094 


Accepting applications now. 

The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen 
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and 
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $780/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is lower. 

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible 
apartments when available. 


CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
413-477-6496 
TDD (800)439-2379 
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in need of help in reading, writing or math. 
This unique one-to-one tutoring is being offered as 
we continue to receive requests for this service. 


COMPUTER HELP IS HERE! widictidas 
Do you want to learn how to: | 
facebook 


e Use a computer ¢ Email 
e Create a Facebook page, etc.? facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 


¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles « Snow Tire Changeover 
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Meet STORM - 
Our Newest 
Team Member! 
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5 Star Authorized 

Registered State 

Emissions Repair 
Facility #RPOO8269 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 
413-289-1016 « 800-662-1016 
MON-FRI 8-4 


Sales & Service 















ive » Celebrate your loved one's life by donating 
( ae , to Top Floor Learning in their memory. 
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Wishing all 
a safe, happy 
Thanksgiving 


"m not sure how many of us _ expect- 
[« last March that we’d be here, a week 

from Thanksgiving, still grappling with 
COVID-19 across the country. But, here we 
are. For a holiday centered around family gath- 
erings, it’s as important as ever to exercise safe 
decision making and caution when making this 
year’s turkey day decisions. 

There are several creative ways to have vir- 
tual gatherings with family members this year, 
to avoid driving to other states or getting on a 
plane and dealing with the risks and quarantine 
procedures traveling comes with today. Start- 
ing with the traditional Thanksgiving meal, 
families and friends can Zoom or use another 
video conferencing platform of their choice to 
see each other while they eat. Separate, but to- 
gether. It’s not traditional, but it 1s a safe way to 
bring everyone together from around the coun- 
try without traveling risks. 

The fun doesn’t have to stop there. Virtual 
get togethers can start, or continue, after din- 
ner. Chat with a glass of wine or sparkling cider 
while relaxing in the living room or watch the 
Thanksgiving Day football games or favorite 
holiday movies with a group. 

There are plenty of games that can be 
played virtually as well. There’s dozens of triv- 
ia apps from QuizUp to Psych! Outwit your 
friends. It’s easy to get into a game and match 
wits with the whole family. If more into board 
games than trivia, Monopoly, Scrabble and 
many classic favorites have digital variants as 
well. Or, go old school, set up a board game on 
the table and roll the dice and move the pieces 
for your virtual family members. No cheating! 

If travel plans can’t be avoided, make sure 
to follow safety guidelines set by your state, 
where you’re going, and the Centers for Dis- 
ease Control and Prevention. Check COVID 
infection rates in areas where attendees are 
coming from on state, local, territorial, or tribal 
health websites. Limit the number of attendees 
from different households and maintain six 
feet of social distance where possible. Avoid- 
ing direct contact, including handshakes and 
hugs with others from different households, 1s 
strongly recommended. 

Everyone should be wearing a mask when 
gathering with those from different house- 
holds, except when eating and drinking. Wash 
hands frequently, and encourage others to do 
the same, with soap and water for at least 20 
seconds and carry hand sanitizer with at least 
60% alcohol. Clean and disinfect commonly 
touched surfaces and shared items between use 
when feasible, and limit contact for those areas. 

If preparing food, wear a mask and make 
sure hands are washed thoroughly before and 
after preparing food. Wear a mask when serv- 
ing to limit the number of people handling the 
serving utensils. Limit crowding in areas where 
food is served by having one person dispense 
food individually to plates. Avoid crowded buf- 
fet and drink stations. Change and launder lin- 
en items following the event. 

The Journal Register hopes everyone has a 
safe Happy Thanksgiving. 


Questions? 
Comments? 
Story Ideas? 
Let us know 
how we're 
doing. 


Your opinion is something 
we always want to hear. 
Call or contact us via email 
mharrison@turley.com. 
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Wishing for winter squash 


ou should never take anything 
for granted, especially when it 
comes to the garden’s bounty. 
While it doesn’t seem possible to have 
50 winter squash one year and none just 
a couple years later, that is the predica- 
ment I found myself in this fall. [ thought 
I did everything right! I planted the seeds 
a day or two shy of Memorial 
Day in a sunny spot that had 
been fertilized and composted. 
The seedlings came up strong. 
I left a floating row cover over 
them until they were ready to 
bust through, preventing cu- 
cumber beetles from nibbling 
when they were most vulnera- | 
ble. But alas, the drought came watts 
and with it a dry well. The 
plants became stressed. Some 
developed vine borer and/or 
powdery mildew While it looked as if 
I would still get a harvest, this was just 
wishful thinking. Not long after setting 
the few fruits I had on the stone wall to 
cure, most began to rot. Once I realized 
that this is the way it was heading I gave 
the rest to the chickens; at least they got 
to enjoy them. 

Gratefully my mom will provide the 
coveted butternut squash for Thanksgiv- 
ing dinner. There is an easy way to pre- 
pare it without peeling and chopping! 
Simply wash the squash and cut it in half 
length-wise. Then, scoop out the seeds 
and bake cut-side down on a greased 
cookie sheet or in a casserole dish. At 
375 degrees, a butternut can take any- 
where from 40 minutes to one hour to 
cook. Test by inserting a fork into the 
thickest part of flesh; if it goes in easily, 
it’s done! Scoop out all of the flesh, even 
the caramelized parts, and mash with a 
fork or an immersion blender depending 
on how chunky (or not!) you like it. Sea- 
son it to taste with cinnamon or better 
yet, pumpkin pie spice. And if you have 
a sweet tooth, try adding maple syrup or 
brown sugar; or even a bit of molasses. A 
little butter helps too! 
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IN THE 
GARDEN 


Roberta McQuaid 
Columnist 
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Did you know that you can substi- 
tute home grown cooked winter squash 
for any recipe that calls for canned 
pumpkin, even pumpkin pie? Most folks 
know that it is squash inside the can 
anyhow....sweeter and less stringy than 
their pumpkin cousins. While butternuts 
are my favorite to grow, I do also like the 
‘Delicata’ and “Sweet Dump- 
lings’ for taste. They are rich 
with a depth of flavor. I just 
wish they were more produc- 
tive. One plant produces three 
fruits at the most. 

I think I am going to give 
squash growing a break for a 
year. Maybe the borers will go 
away and I'll be blessed with a 
good harvest sometime in the 
future. It would be really sad to 
think my squash growing days 
are over. That makes me think about 
what I should be grateful for this year, 
garden-wise. Kale, spinach and the cut 
flowers come to mind...ah, the flowers. I 
am especially excited about my growing 
dahlia collection. It would be fun to trade 
tubers and share the wealth! 

But alas, I digress...Let’s get back 


tubl 


on topic. Don’t feel the need to gobble Peek. . . 
Typically, legislators conclude business by July. 


However, due to COVID, the session has been extended 
indefinitely and will almost certainly continue until a 
new legislature is seated in January 2021. 

In this chaotic environment, proponents of these 
pro-illegal immigration bills may seize the opportunity 
to push wavering colleagues into voting for measures 
that would not receive serious consideration in normal 
times. 

Fortunately, it’s not too late for voters who oppose 
these bills to make their voices heard. Massachusetts 
citizens can email or call the bills’ sponsors and politely 
note their disagreement. Similarly, they can contact leg- 
islators who are undecided and encourage them to fight 
hard against those measures in the lame duck session. 

Democracy only truly works when legislators lis- 
ten to their constituents — so it’s up to Massachusetts 
citizens to remind legislators whose interests they are 
pledged to serve. 

John Thompson is co-chair of the Massachusetts 
Coalition for Immigration Reform (MCIR). 


up your butternut squash bounty in a hur- 
ry; this type of squash has been known to 
keep through spring and beyond if stored 
in a dry, 55-degree location. For me, the 
mudroom has always worked out well to 
store my winter squash. My mom, on the 
other hand, has good luck placing hers in 
trays off the floor in her basement. Hap- 
py Thanksgiving everyone! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. For 
the last 28 years, she has held the posi- 
tion of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the sub- 
Ject line. 





SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


restrict 


GUEST OPINION 

Hold lawmakers 
accountable on 
illegal immigration 


assachusetts state leg- 
Mss could pass two 
rewarding and 
encouraging illegal immigration 
during the post-election “lame 
duck” session. 

One bill (H.3012/S.2641) 
would allow illegal immigrants 
to obtain drivers’ licenses. The 
other (H.3573/S.1401) would 
cooperation between 
state and local law enforcement 
and Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) in finding 
and removing criminal illegal aliens; it is called the 
“safe communities bill” by its backers but is more accu- 
rately described as the “sanctuary state bill.” 

Governor Baker opposes both bills. 

Legislators introduced earlier versions of these 
bills periodically over the past decade, but until the 
present session, none were ever reported favorably out 
of committees. Even though Democrats outnumber 
Republicans by wide margins in both chambers, most 
Democratic legislators realized these bills have little 
grassroots support — which is why House leadership 
historically would not allow these bills to come to the 
floor for a vote. 

Unfortunately, legislative accountability is mini- 
mal in Massachusetts. Most legislators do not face con- 
tested elections. The sanctuary bill has 21 sponsors in 
the 40-member Senate, 19 of whom ran unopposed in 
the 2020 election. The driver’s licenses bill has 17 spon- 
sors, 15 of whom were unopposed. 

In the recent election, only eight senators of 40 
faced any opponent. Without the temperance that comes 
with competition, there is a risk that these legislators 
could side with special interests and simply disregard 
the will of large numbers of voters. 

In the House (160 members), the situation is sim- 
ilar. The sanctuary bill has only 26 co-sponsors, 21 of 
who ran unopposed. Of the driver’s licenses bill’s 66 
sponsors, 56 were unopposed. And in total, 108 of the 
160 members of the House ran unopposed in the gener- 
al election. A list of sponsors of these bills is available 
on the website of my organization, the Massachusetts 
Coalition for Immigration Reform and on our Facebook 
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Questions about registering for 


Social Security 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I have a big 
65" birthday coming up mid- 
March and would like your ad- 
vice on registering for Social Se- 
curity and Medicare. I am now 
unemployed, but I am seeking 
another gig to get me to age 67 
before taking Social Security. 
Signed: Wondering Senior 

Dear Wondering: You do 
not need to “register” with Social 
Security in advance. You don’t 
need to do anything with Social 
Security until you are ready to 
claim your benefits. Since you 
were born in 1956, your full re- 
tirement age (FRA) for Social 
Security purposes is 66 plus 4 
months, and that is when you 
will be entitled to 100% of the 
benefit you’ve earned from a 
lifetime of working. 

But you can, if you wish, 
also wait beyond your FRA to 
get an even bigger benefit. For 
each month you delay after your 
FRA you’ll earn Delayed Retire- 
ment Credits of .667%, which is 
8% additional benefit for each 
year you wait. That can continue 
up to age 70 when your maxi- 
mum benefit will be reached. In 
your case that would mean an 
age 70 benefit 29% more than 
your FRA benefit amount. But 
whenever you’re ready, you can 
apply for Social Security online 


at www.ssa.gov/retire (you must 
first create your “My Social Se- 


curity” account to apply online). 

Medicare is an_ entirely 
separate program and, unless 
you have “creditable” employ- 
er healthcare coverage from a 
new job, you should enroll in 
Medicare a bit prior to your 65th 
birthday (“creditable’” coverage 
is a group plan with at least 20 
participants). This would be 
during your Medicare Initial En- 
rollment Period (IEP), which 1s 
a 7-month window starting three 
months before the month you 
turn 65 and ending 3 months af- 
ter the month you turn 65. If you 
don’t enroll in Medicare during 
your IEP and enroll later, and if 
you didn’t have creditable em- 
ployer healthcare coverage after 
age 65, you will be subject to a 
late enrollment penalty, which 
will permanently increase your 
Medicare Part B (and Part D) 
premiums. 

Medicare Part B is coverage 
for doctors and outpatient ser- 
vices, and Part D 1s prescription 
drug coverage, both of which re- 
quire a premium; Medicare Part 
A is hospitalization coverage 
which is free if you’re eligible 
for Social Security. If you have 
“creditable” employer  cover- 
age when you turn 65, you can 
simply delay enrolling in Medi- 
care Part B until your employer 
coverage is about to end, or un- 
til after it ends during an eight- 
month Special Enrollment Peri- 
od during which you can enroll 
in Medicare Part B without pen- 


alty. But for Part D prescription 
drug coverage, you must enroll 
in a private plan within 63 days 
of your 65" birthday, or the end 
of your employer drug coverage, 
or you will incur a Part D late 
enrollment penalty for enrolling 
later. And remember that Medi- 
care late enrollment penalties 
never go away — they are recur- 
ring for the rest of your life. 

The bottom line is this: you 
don’t need to pre-register for 
either Social Security or Medi- 
care. You can simply enroll 
when you are ready for benefits 
to start (keeping in mind that for 
Medicare, you must have “cred- 
itable” alternative coverage after 
age 65 to avoid late enrollment 
penalties). 

This article is intended for 
information purposes only and 
does not represent legal or fi- 
nancial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Asso- 
ciation. NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not 
affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental enti- 
ty. To submit a question, visit the 
AMAC website (amacfounda- 
tion.org/programs/social-securi- 
ty-advisory) or email AMAC at 
ssadvisor @ amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 


Election letters 
to the editor 
welcome 


The Journal Register welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St. Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to mharrison@turley.com. Please in- 
clude a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let- 
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol- 
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse- 
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call editor 
Michael Harrison at 413-283-8393. 

Campaign news 

As part of its election coverage, 
the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at- 
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair- 
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers. 

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413- 
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register. 


Letters to 
the editor 
policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500- 
800 words. No unsigned 
Or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author- 
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 

to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti- 
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character. 


Please send opinions to: 
The Journal Register 
Letter to the Editor 

24 Water St., 

Palmer MA 01069, 

or by e-mail to: 
mharrison@turley.com 


The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon. 
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PALMER 


The Palmer Fire Department re- 
sponded to 11 calls from Nov. I1 to Nov. 
16. 


On Wednesday, Nov. 11, at 12:10 
a.m., the department responded to a 
sprinkler activation on South Main 
Street. The department returned to ser- 
vice at 1:32 a.m. 


On Wednesday, Nov. 11, at 1:04 
p.m., the department provided medical 
assistance on Pine Street. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 1:52 p.m. 


On Thursday, Nov. 12, at 9:33 p.m., 
the department provided medical assis- 
tance on Beacon Street. The department 
returned to service at 10:01 a.m. 


On Friday, Nov. 13, at 10:18 a.m., 
the department responded to an unautho- 
rized burning on Park Street. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 10:30 a.m. 


On Friday, Nov. 13, at 6:15 p.m., the 
department provided medical assistance 
on Knox Street. The department returned 
to service at 6:45 p.m. 


On Sunday, Nov. 15, at 7:16 p.m., 
the department provided medical assis- 
tance on Beacon Street. The department 
returned to service at 7:51 p.m. 


On Sunday, Nov. 15, at 9:31 p.m., 
the department responded to a tree on a 
powerline on Central Street. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 10:54 p.m. 


On Sunday, Nov. 15, at 10:05 p.m., 


the department responded to an alarm 
activation on North Main Street. The 
department returned to service at 10:42 
p.m. 


On Monday, Nov. 16, at 12:41 a.m., 
the department responded to an alarm 
activation on Shearer Street. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 12:58 a.m. 


On Monday, Nov. 16, at 9:56 a.m., 
the department responded to an alarm 
activation on Wright Street. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 10:16 a.m. 


On Monday, Nov. 16, at 6:54 p.m., 
the department provided medical assis- 
tance on Depot Street. The department 
returned to service at 7:11 p.m. 


THREE RIVERS 


The Three Rivers Fire Department 
responded to a total of nine calls from 
Nov. 10 to Nov. 15. 


On Tuesday, Nov. 10, at 2:23 p.m., 
the department responded to an unautho- 
rized burning on Belchertown Road. The 
department returned to service at 2:40 
p.m. 


On Tuesday, Nov. 10, at 11:36 p.m., 
the department responded to an alarm 
activation on Skyline Terrace. The de- 
partment returned to service at 11:55 
p.m. 


On Thursday, Nov. 12, at 11:32 
a.m., the department responded to an un- 
authorized burning on Springfield Street. 
The department returned to service at 


11:40 a.m. 


On Saturday, Nov. 14, at 8:09 p.m., 
the department responded to an EMS in- 
cident on Baptist Hill Road. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 8:52 p.m. 


On Saturday, Nov. 14, at 9:43 p.m., 
the department responded to an EMS 
incident on Skyline Terrace. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 10:06 p.m. 


On Saturday, Nov. 14, at 10:06 p.m., 
the department responded to a call, to as- 
sist Palmer Ambulance Service Inc. The 
department returned to service at 10:17 
p.m. 


On Sunday, Nov. 15, at 8:29 p.m., 
the department responded to a carbon 
monoxide detector activation on Maple 
Terrace. The department returned to ser- 
vice at 8:53 p.m. 


On Sunday, Nov. 15, at 11:00 p.m., 
the department responded to an alarm 
activation on Pine View. The department 
returned to service at 11:16 p.m. 


On Sunday, Nov. 15, at 11:19 p.m., 
the department responded to a residential 
lockout on Kelly Street. The department 
returned to service at 11:30 p.m. 


BONDSVILLE 


The Bondsville Fire Department re- 
sponded to one call from Nov. 10 to Nov. 
16. 


On Tuesday, Nov. 10, at 4:22 a.m., 
the department provided mutual aid to 


Park Street in Palmer, for a structure fire. 
The department returned to service at 
5:16 a.m. 


MONSON 


The Monson Fire Department re- 
sponded to a total of six Fire Calls and 
17 EMS calls. 


On Monday, Nov. 9, at 6:46 a.m., the 
department responded to a call, smoke 
in the valley on Margaret Street. The de- 
partment returned to service at 7:39 a.m. 


On Monday, Nov. 9, at 9:36 a.m., 
the department provided public assis- 
tance on Robbins Road. The department 
returned to service at 9:50 a.m. 


On Monday, Nov. 9, at 2:31 p.m., 
the department responded to a call of 
flames showing with black smoke in the 
parking lot, on Main Street. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 2:36 p.m. 


On Wednesday, Nov. 11, at 12:50 
p.m., the department provided public as- 
sistance on Washington Street. The de- 
partment returned to service at 1:08 p.m. 


On Friday, Nov. 13, at 6:36 p.m., the 
department responded to a motor vehicle 
crash on Wilbraham Road. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 7:33 p.m. 


On Sunday, Nov. 15, at 8:54 p.m., 
the department responded to a call for 
branches on a wire, on Munn Road. The 
department returned to service at 9:23 
p.m. 





PALMER 


The Palmer Police Department re- 
sponded to seven arrests or summons 
for arrest from Nov. 10 to Nov. 16. Those 
arrested will appear at the Palmer Dis- 
trict Court and are innocent until proven 


guilty. 
Tuesday, Nov. 10 


Gary N. Tallman, 23, of 105 Shearer 
St., Palmer, was arrested at 6:10 p.m., on 
Shearer Street in Palmer, on charges of 
three warrants and possession of a Class 
B substance. 


Sunday, Nov. 15 


Hanah R. Williams, 23, of 67 Que- 
bec St., Apt. #1, Indian Orchard, was 
arrested at 5:33 p.m., on a charge of 
possession/consumption of an alcoholic 


beverage 1n an open container. 


Chrishell Lynn Kenyon, 26, of 75 
Ivy Ct., Groton, was arrested at 5:33 
p.m., on charges of operating under the 
influence of liquor and negligent opera- 
tion of a motor vehicle. 


Monday, Nov. 16 


Shane M. Ripley, 30, homeless, was 
arrested at 1:38 p.m., on charges of three 
warrants. 


Elaine M. Pascale, 46, of 143 Saint 
James Cir., Bldg Apt. #1, Springfield, 
was arrested at 8:32 p.m., on charges of 
operating under the influence of liquor; 
negligent operation of a motor vehicle; 
possession of a dangerous weapon and 
disturbing the peace. 





DAs office awarded $1.2 million 
grant to support overdose response 


WORCESTER — The federal De- 
partment of Justice-Bureau of Justice 
Assistance awarded the Worcester Coun- 
ty District Attorney’s Office a $1.2 mil- 
lion grant to help facilitate outreach to 
those who have suffered an overdose, 
according to District Attorney Joseph D. 
Early Jr. 

Police in all 60 of Worcester Coun- 
ty’s cities and towns began using the 
Critical Incident Management System 
earlier this year to track overdose inci- 
dents. This grant will be used to fund 
recovery coaches who will respond with 
police to follow up and offer services af- 
ter an overdose. 

“We’re glad to have been awarded 
this grant so we can help support our 
police partners in their response to the 


opioid epidemic,’ Early said. “When 
we implemented CIMS, our goal was 
respond to every overdose incident and 
help people get access to services. This 
grant will ensure that overdose victims 
in every community receive help getting 
into treatment and on the path to recov- 
ery.” 

While many departments already 
have follow-up protocols in place, this 
funding will allow recovery coaches to 
work on a regional basis, and assist po- 
lice departments that may not have the 
budget to employ someone full time. 

This grant was awarded through the 
Comprehensive Opioid, Stimulant and 
Substance Abuse Site-Based Program 
and will cover a three-year period begin- 
ning in early 2021. 
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MONSON 1 from page 1 


“Last year, was the first year they 
really started pushing out information 
prior to Thanksgiving and the num- 
ber of house fires actually decreased. 
We’re making another push this year 
and just trying to get to information out 
to people and raise awareness, so that 
hopefully, we can prevent even one in- 
cident from happening. That’s always 
the goal.” 

Hamill also said Fire Services had 
123 fewer reported fires in 2019 than it 
did in 2018. 

She also said she has reached out 
to other community hubs, including the 
Monson Senior Center, Monson Free 
Library and more. 

Thanksgiving fire safety tips the 
Monson Fire Department is promoting: 

e Stand by your pan when cooking 


MAIN STREET 
TAVERN 


“Exactly what a Main Street 
Tavern should be” 
16 DRAFT LINES 
Original Cocktails 
10 TVs © Touch Tunes Juke Box 


Monday, December 7th 
FREE PASTA DINNER 
WITH TOY DONATION! 
Serving the 
Monson Community 


and never leave food, grease and oils on 
the stovetop unattended. 

e Put a lid on it. In the case of a 
pan fire, slide the lid on it to smother 
the fire, and then turn off the heat. Do 
not move the pan until it has cooled off. 

e Water or fire extinguishers will 
not work on grease ires. They will only 
spread the fire. 

e Never move a burning pan. You 
can be badly burned or spread the fire. 

e Wear short or tight-fitting sleeves 
when cooking because loose fitting 
clothing can easily catch on fire. 

e If your clothing catches fire: 
stop, drop, cover and roll to put out the 
flames. 

For more information of fire pre- 
vention, visit mass.gov/cookingsafety. 


GET YOUR ORDER IN FOR 


THANKSGIVING! 


Boneless Breast Turkey 


Yukon Gold 
Mashed Potatoes 
Herb Stuffing 
Pan Dripping Gravy 
Cranberry 


Seasoned Snow Peas 


Butternut Squash 
Rolls 
Homemade Pie 
$89 serves 4-6 people 


Pick up Wednesday, Nov. 25th 3-5 pm 


218 Main Street, Monson e 413-893-9078 
www.218mainstreettavern.com _f 


EARLY 
DEADLINE 


To Celebrate THANKSGIVING 
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Advertising Deadline will be 


Thurs., Nov. 19, Noon 


for the Thursday, Nov. 26 edition 
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MARK OGOLEY 
= CONSTRUCTION 


Since 1994 


Retaining Walls: New, Repairs or Removal 
Gravel Driveways ¢ New Lawns e Hydro-seed 
Concrete Sidewalks & Patios 
Loam, Mulch & Stone Delivered ¢ Sitework 
Additions ¢ Perc Tests & Septic Systems 


Free Estimates 413-244-9358 Fully Insured 











Rayah Marie Bassett 


October 21, 2020 


Parents: Sarah Benoit and Zachary Bassett, South Hadley 
Grandparents: Sharleen and Michael Roman, South Hadley 
Gail and David Bassett, Ware 


Turley Publications 
would like to help you 
show off the newest member 
of your family this Christmas, 
for FREE! 


Mail to: Turley Publications, 
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069, 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 
Include a self addressed/stamped envelope 

if you would like the picture returned or email 
photo to: jamie@turley.com with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. This offer is available to 

all babies born in 2020. Pictures will be 
published the week of December 21-25, 2020. 


Baby's Name: 


Birthdate: 


Parents’ Names: 


Parents’ Town of Residence: 


Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence: 


Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only) 


Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear. 


Quaboag Current 
The Register 
Sentinel 

Town Reminder 
Ware River News 
The Wilbraham- 
Hampden Times 


Agawam Advertiser I] 
News _t 
Barre Gazzette I 
Chicopee Register J 
Country Journal J 
The Holyoke Sun I] 
Journal Register 








Deadline for photos and forms is 
Friday, December 4, 2020 
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arte eee INC. 


www.turley.com 








Our advertisers make this 
publication possible. 


Let them know you saw 
their ad in the 


Journal Register 
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By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


MONSON — The Monson 
School Committee met virtu- 
ally Nov. 12 and voted 4-1 for 
the modification of metrics of 
their COVID-19 Public Health 
Report. 

This item was put on the 
meeting agenda as a response 
to the Baker-Polito administra- 
tion’s Nov. 6 announcement that 
state metrics would be adjust- 
ed for reporting of cases of the 
virus by a municipality’s popu- 
lation size. These metrics will 
incorporate cases per 100,000 
residents and the test positivity 
rate when determining a color 
designation for a municipality. 
For example, a population of 
10,000 would be labeled grey if 
there were less than or equal to 
10 total cases and green if there 
were less than or equal to 15 to- 


tal cases. 

If a location was to turn red, 
there would have to be more 
than 25 cases in a population 
under 10,000, which is the cate- 
gory in which the Town of Mon- 
son fits. 

When discussing these new 
metrics, MPS Superintendent 
Cheryl A. Clarke informed the 
committee that, as of Nov. 12, 
they have nine COVID cases in 
the last 14 days, with the aver- 
age daily incidence rate at seven 
per 100,000 in the last 14 days. 
She also said with these num- 
bers, the town would be labeled 
gray, which is the lowest risk. 

After Clarke spoke, Jeffery 
Lord, chairman of the commit- 
tee, addressed the group and 
asked for the opinions of wheth- 
er or not to use the Governor’s 
classification, or its own. 

Committee member Emily 
Graves-Harrison was the first to 
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School Committee debates COVID metrics 


speak and said, “the new metrics 
are pretty disturbing” and that 
she would rather stick with the 
district’s own classification of 
what a high number is. 

“T think the metrics is a 
big push for schools to be more 
open,’ said Graves-Harrison. 

“Twenty-five is a really 
high number, especially in our 
small town.” 

A meeting participant com- 
mented that the administration 
is “going to move the goalposts 
to whatever they want it to be.” 

After its discussion, the 
committee originally decided 
that a case count over 14 days 
must be 15 or less with a posi- 
tivity rate of 2.5% or lower. The 
motion passed on a 4-1 vote af- 
ter the committee amended its 
metrics to incorporate a daily 
incidence rate per 100,000. 

Graves-Harrison argued 
they should be working with 


“whole numbers,” believing the 
7.7% incidence rate should be 
8%. 

After the meeting, commit- 
tee member Colleen Flynn later 
clarified the misunderstanding 
of the discussion on the second 
vote and said there was a huge 
difference between 7.7% and 
8% and that Graves-Harrison 
was thinking of eight exact cas- 
es, instead of the exact number 
of cases, per hundred thousand. 

“The whole point of that 
discussion was to be consistent 
with the last eight weeks of 
data,” said Flynn. 

“The whole purpose of my 
amendment was clarifying that 
we had the right information in 
that motion, because there was 
an error of what column they 
looked at and to make sure that 
we weren’t shooting ourselves 
in the foot by rounding numbers 
that should not be rounded up.” 





Our hive is sick by Mary Ting 


virtual display 


AMHERST — A digital exhibition 
ending on Dec. 5, is part of the gallery’s 
2020-21 theme entitled Healing Bodies. 

Because many bodies whether plan- 
etary, ideological, physical, cultural or 
otherwise, require attention, UMass Fine 
Arts Center have invited visual and per- 
formance works that offer new ways of 
viewing wellness as defined by artists. 

Visit www.fineartscenter.com/Mar- 
y Ting to view exhibition. 

Ting’s solo exhibition, Our Hive is 
Sick is a personal reflection on the world 
in crisis: Communities, water, air, soil, 
wild places and wildlife in this time of 
ecological collapse. In 1993, UMass fea- 
tured the Chinese American artist and cul- 
tural thinker in a solo show. 

Now, over twenty-five years later she 
includes the full spectrum of her work 
from two-dimensional works on paper to 
sculpture, installation, artist books and 


puppets. T 

his three-decade overview posits 
commentary on environmental issues and 
the connections to histories and humanity 
including such themes as deforestation, 
bee colony disorder, consumer products, 
wildlife trade and the pandemic. 

Ting is a Chinese American artist, 
cultural thinker, educator and writer. She 
uses drawing, sculpture, installation, com- 
munity projects, research and lectures as a 
means to reflect and comment on cultural 
history, personal stories, trauma, grief and 
loss in the time of the anthropocene. Solo 
exhibitions include Lambent Foundation, 
Dean Project, metaphor contemporary art, 
and Kentler Drawing Space. 

This exhibit is free and open to the 
general public. 

For more information: 413-545-5177 
or visit August Savage Gallery. 





TRACK 


but we’d like them to look again at 
the noise levels at the track.” 

Beckley said he’s been in con- 
tact with Palmer officials about a 
joint approach. 

‘Palmer has done a lot of work 
through their planning department 
and legal team and they have done 
most of the work,’ he said. 

“We appreciate that. If they 
need assistance, the Ware Select 
Board indicated they would be hap- 
py to provide [additional] legal as- 
sistance.” 

Kathleen Fournier, a spokes- 
person with MassDEP’s Western 
Regional Office Service Center, 
said the agency is open to talking 
with local officials about possible 
remedies. 

‘“MassDEP is certainly willing 
to meet with the town and provide 
technical assistance on the noise 
issue,’ she said in an email. “The 
town issued a special permit for the 
racetrack which has provisions re- 
garding noise nuisances. MassDEP 
believes the town has the authority 
to address the noise issue as they 
hold the permit, but again, we are 
willing to discuss the issue with 
them and provide technical assis- 
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HOLYOKE, MA 


tance.“ 

The town she refers to is Palm- 
er, which issued the special permit 
prior to the racetrack’s opening. 


A rough start 


Palmer Town Planner Linda 
Leduc, who called PMP “a real nui- 
sance to Ware, Warren, and Palmer,’ 
said there were problems from the 
start. She cited “condition No. 10” 
stipulated in the permit that calls 
for sound monitoring and any need- 
ed mitigation within 90 days of the 
track’s opening. A study was com- 
pleted within a year, she said. 

“They failed,’ Leduc said. 

Things boiled over since then. 

“We were trying to work with 
the owner for years to try to get 
him to comply with the terms of the 
agreement to get the sound under 
control. Because the lines of com- 
munication failed, we ended up go- 
ing in front of a judge,” Leduc said. 

Litigation spilled over into 
2020. 

“We were working with our 
lawyer all summer,” Leduc said. 

Legal remedies, typically a 
slow option under the best of cir- 
cumstances, have been even slower 
because COVID-19 caused court 
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functions to grind to a halt this year. 
The town previously filed a legal 
action against PMP alleging that 
it’s not in compliance with the spe- 
cial permit the racetrack received 
from the town allowing it to oper- 
ate. Specifically, Leduc cited noise 
mitigation, including sound studies 
and measures to contain more noise 
to the racetrack property, as reasons 
the town believes PMP is not in 
compliance. 

There have been previous stud- 
ies, but Leduc contends that nego- 
tiations with PMP on the latest one 
failed to yield an agreement on the 
test’s parameters. The town, Leduc 
said, isn’t sure if it can rely on the 
test results it received in September. 

“There was no back and forth 
on it,” Leduc said. “I’m not saying 
they did anything improper, but we 
didn’t even know they were doing 
the study until they did submit it 
and our town engineer reviewed it.” 


Another point of view 


Racetrack owner Fred Fergu- 
son has been fielding complaints 
since high-performance cars start- 
ed roaring around the tree-lined 
course. 

“We’ve been trying to address 
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it the best we can,” Ferguson said. 

“We installed 1,800 to 2,000 
feet of acoustic fabric that drapes 
over the fence and in other sections 
that don’t have fencing we installed 
eight-foot high acoustic panels de- 
signed to mitigate noise that, when 
attached to the barriers, are about 
12 feet high and so we have 1,000 
to 1,200 feet of that. We feel that’s 
given us the best benefit as far as 
mitigation,” he said. 

But that’s not all. 

“We have baffle inserts we put 
into cars we deem are excessive- 
ly loud and those will help reduce 
noise. We’re doing all we can to 
encourage electric cars — battery or 
solar powered,’ Ferguson said. He 
quickly clarified that “we’re not ex- 
pecting that to replace regular auto- 
mobile race cars anytime soon.” 

He also said he’s delayed 
events and otherwise tinkered with 
the race schedule out of consider- 
ation for nearby church services and 
other sensitive events. 

Ferguson said although he feels 
as if he’s doing all he can to win 
over critics, he’s also pragmatic. 

“T’m not going to minimize the 
complaints from people, but there’s 
a handful of people extremely moti- 
vated to be the squeaky wheel,” he 


CANNAPROVISIONSGROUP.COM 


said. 

“I’m not disparaging their com- 
plaints, but if there were thousands 
of people upset, each town would 
see a mob at their board of select- 
men meetings. But I get it. People 
expect a certain amount of respon- 
siveness from their elected officials. 
But we’re a neighbor as well and we 
do our damndest to demonstrate our 
willingness to try to make the track 
more acceptable. 


Business v. COVID 


Despite the complaints and 
legal wrangling, Ferguson said he 
feels fortunate to have launched 
a business that didn’t have to shut 
down because of the pandemic. Un- 
like restaurants, theaters, and shops 
were patrons can’t avoid close con- 
tact, a racetrack is a place where it’s 
easier to observe social distancing. 

“T’m grateful the track is not 
one of those businesses that’s en- 
closed,’ he said. Still, Ferguson 
added, “it’s been difficult.” 

Employing about half a dozen 
year-around employees and approx- 
imately 40 overall during the sea- 
son, Ferguson said PMP should be 
seen as a benefit to the community 
and the local economy, including 
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the roughly $40,000-$45,000 in 
property taxes he contributes to the 
town’s coffers. 

“We want to be considered 
something positive in town,’ he 
said. 


Study at a glance 


The latest sound study received 
by the town contains pages of data 
and some anecdotal conclusions. 
The study noted in several places 
that equipment failures prevented 
exact data from being included in 
parts of the report. Here are two ex- 
cerpts from the most recent sound 
study: 

St. Mary’s Cemetery: “Track 
noise was barely noticeable unless 
the site was downwind from the 
track...the subjective observation 
was that it was very difficult to hear 
noise from racing activities. Under 
these conditions the track noise was 
audible but rarely dominant.” 


Liberty Baptist Church: “Track 
noise was noticeable at this site, 
although it rarely dominated the 
soundscape.” 





manne 


| U ane 4 
rOdUCT. KEELE >RODUC 


aan ercnnaaan S or edinie 





= sports@turley.com 


November 19, 2020 


@turleysports 


I THE JOURNAL REGISTER 





PAGE 7 


acebook.com/turleysports 


SPORTS 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com 


SOCCER 


Madalyn Theri- 
ault charges 
toward the 
Pathfinder goal. 
She notched 
her 100" career 
point in a win 
over Pathfinder 
last Monday. 
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By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


PALMER — Prior to this sea- 
son, no member of the Palmer girls 
varsity soccer team had ever record- 
ed 100 career points. 

Junior forward Madalyn Theri- 
ault put her name into the history 
books by reaching the elite mile- 
stone during the Lady Panthers 7-2 
victory over the Pathfinder Lady Pi- 
oneers at Duke Field on Nov. 9. 

“Reaching 100 career points 
has always been one of my goals 
and I’m thankful to have achieved 
this milestone,” said Theriault, who 
became a member of the girls’ var- 
sity soccer team as an eighth grader. 
“Tt was definitely the hardest point 
to get during my entire high school 
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Theriault hits elusive 
100" point in Palmer win 





career. I couldn’t have done it with 
the help of my teammates.” 

Theriault also thanked Nick 
Marciano, who’s the Lady Panthers 
girls’ varsity soccer coach, along 
with Celso Sandavol, and Dave De- 
nault, who were her premier soccer 
coaches. Sandavol is also the Palm- 
er girls’ junior varsity soccer coach. 

“All of my soccer coaches have 
really helped me a lot,’ she said. 
“I probably wouldn’t be the soc- 
cer player that I am today without 
them.” 

Marciano has enjoyed having 
Theriault play for his soccer team 
during the past four years. 

“Maddy is an outstanding soc- 
cer player and I think she’ll go far 
in this sport,’ Marciano said. “She 
plays soccer all year long, which 
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Ava Theoclis angles 1 toward the 
sideline. 


has helped her a lot.” 

Theriault entered the home 
match against Pathfinder, which 
was played on a beautiful fall after- 
noon, one point away from reaching 
the milestone. 

The magic moment took place 
five minutes into the opening quar- 
ter. After receiving a pass from ju- 
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Palmer’s Abby Rathbone takes a shot on goal. 





Cordelia Hageman plays a ball off 
her shin. 
nior midfielder Ava Denault along 
the right sideline, Theriault fired a 
low breakaway shot into the back of 
the net past Pathfinder senior goal- 
keeper Jylian Augar. 

“T was anxious before the game 
and all of the weight was lifted off 
my shoulders after I scored my first 
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Fall season concludes 
for high school teams 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION -— As the Massachu- 
setts High School fall season wraps 
up at the end of the week, it could 
be largely seen as a massive success 
as many teams were able to play in 
athletic contests for the first time in 
more than six months. 

High school athletics were 
forced to shut down indefinitely fol- 
lowing the beginning of the corona- 
virus pandemic. For Massachusetts, 
it occurred during the semifinals 
of the state basketball tournament 
and all state semifinal winners were 
considered co-champions and the 
state championship games were not 
played. 

Following that, spring sports 
were delayed a few times, before 
sports and school overall, were 
called off for the remainder of the 
2019-2020 school year, leaving 
spring athletes graduating with no 
final season. 

With the pandemic still ongo- 
ing, but numbers of positive tests 
dropping to nearly 0.8 percent, high 
school sports were allowed to re- 
sume with modified rules, few fans, 
and a limited schedule that intro- 
duced the concept of bubble play, 
something that could be considered 
tough for Western Massachusetts 
teams, which are used to leagues 
that are put together based on level 
of competitiveness in order to main- 


tain balance in most sports. 

Most soccer, field hockey, and 
girls volleyball teams that partici- 
pated had 10-12 contests scheduled, 
and for the most part, those contests 
were played. 

Many schools developed a 
schedule that went from Oct. | to 
about Nov. 6. The final two weeks 
of the season were reserved for 
makeup games if schools had to 
shut down operations or for any oth- 
er postponements. 

While there has been a major 
spike of cases and several commu- 
nities went “into the red” under the 
state metrics measuring coronavirus 
transmission risks, most schools 
were able to get most of, if not, their 
entire seasons played. 

There were just a few schools 
with some remaining games this 
week, including Pathfinder, Ware, 
and Palmer. Quabbin, Quaboag, 
North Brookfield, and Tantasqua 
also had a few remaining contests 
to play this week after some Central 
Mass. teams had to shut down their 
play. 

Athletes persevered through 
the modification of play. More than 
anything, they had to get used to 
ramping up to heavy running while 
wearing masks, a rule that had to 
be enforced strictly due to the in- 
sistence of local health directors in 
order to control communities from 
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Sport-specific guidelines still 
to come for winter sports 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — The full Office of 
Energy and Environmental Affairs 
updated guidelines were released 
by the Massachusetts Interscho- 
lastic Athletic Association were 
released late last week. 

The MIAA and Department 
of Elementary and Secondary 
Education has been working with 
the EEA obtain guidance and fol- 
low protocols in order to get stu- 
dent-athletes back on the field. 

In August, the EEA deemed 
basketball, football, soccer, wres- 
tling, lacrosse, cheerleading, and 
ice hockey as high-risk sports. 

As aresult of that designation, 
contests in those sports were not 
allowed, and summer basketball 
and soccer leagues were complete- 
ly shut down. 

Soccer was able to return 
during fall sports with major 
modifications to play, especial- 
ly a low-level of contact and 
mask-wearing by all participants. 

But it is still unknown exact- 
ly what guidelines will be made 
in order to make basketball and 
ice hockey playable. As of now, 
the EFA is allowing Level 3 play, 
which permits contests between 
schools, but does not allow for 
tournaments. The MIAA officially 
cancelled the winter tournaments 
recently and the season is sup- 
posed to end on Feb. 21, 2020. 


Basketball and hockey both 
involve sustained high contact. 
In the case of basketball, there is 
also a lot of sweating that spreads 
between players through close 
contact and the basketball itself. 
During the fall season, girls vol- 
leyball, the only indoor sport 
played during the season, rotated 
a new volleyball before each play. 
That may not be feasible in the 
faster moving game of basketball. 

Wrestling will not be allowed 
to compete in_ school-to-school 
competition but will be allowed 
to practice. There can be some 
intrasquad contests among indi- 
vidual teams, but no other compe- 
titions will be allowed at this time. 
It is unknown if wrestling could 
take place in the bubble season, as 
football will be the prevalent sport 
during that season and many wres- 
tlers also play football. . 

Football is still scheduled to 
take place in late February through 
mid-April in what is being called 
“Fall 2” or a bubble season. Foot- 
ball and cheerleading are both sup- 
posed to take place in that season. 

With talks of a vaccine now 
emerging during the past week, 
itis very possible that there could 
be modifications to each sports as 
the vaccine becomes more widely 
available and individuals are vac- 
cinated for COVID-19. 

The EEA is mandating face 
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Mustangs soccer 
season resumes 








Prescott Watson makes 
a fake before trying to 
get around an oncoming 
opponent. 


Noah Martinson chases after 2 a 
loose ball. 






















MONSON — After 
a brief shutdown due 
COVID-related issues, 
Monson High School 
boys soccer was in action 
against Pathfinder, win- 
ning 8-0 last week. Colin 
Beaupre had two goals 
and six others added a 
goal each in the win. Col- 
by Duggan had a three- 
save shutout in goal. 


Cole Stevens settles 
the ball after taking 
possession. 
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Luke Hedspeth makes a pass to his lett. 
Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 
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MASCAC cancels winter sports season 


WESTFIELD — The NCAA 
has released winter sport guide- 
lines and the state of Massa- 
chusetts recently updated their 
winter sport policies. After an in- 
depth review of the information 
from the state and NCAA, con- 
sultation among the Massachu- 
setts State Collegiate Athletic 
Conference (MASCAC) Presi- 
dents, athletic directors, and ath- 
letic trainers and after exhaust- 
ing all possibilities, including a 
review of the risks involved, the 
eight MASCAC Presidents have 
made the difficult decision to 
cancel all winter sports compe- 
tition. This includes the sports of 
men’s and women’s basketball, 
men’s ice hockey and men’s and 


women’s indoor track and field. 

Similar to the fall sports, the 
state universities are planning to 
provide winter sport student-ath- 
letes with on-campus, in-person 
practices, conditioning and train- 
ing opportunities throughout 
their traditional season to sup- 
port their physical and mental 
well-being. These practice and 
training opportunities will not 
use a year of NCAA Eligibility 
and will be done in compliance 
with the campus, state, federal 
and NCAA COVID guidance 
and protocols. 

“The MASCAC Presidents 
have been continuously observ- 
ing the pandemic and guidelines 
from local, state, federal and 


NCAA officials which has led us 
to the decision to cancel winter 
sports competition during the 
spring semester,’ said Massa- 
chusetts College of Liberal Arts 
President James Birge, Chair of 
the MASCAC Council of Presi- 
dents. 

Affiliates will be able to 
schedule nonconference contests 
at their discretion. 

“We explored countless 
scenarios to find a safe path for- 
ward with the evolving recom- 
mendations and policies from 
the NCAA and the state for our 
winter sport student-athletes,” 
said MASCAC Commissioner 
Angela Baumann. “After consul- 
tation with our medical staff and 


athletic directors, the MASCAC 
Presidents came to the conclu- 
sion there is not a way to ensure 
the safety of our student-athletes 
and staff with off campus winter 
competition, the risks are far too 
great.” 

Throughout the 2020-21 ac- 
ademic year, the MASCAC will 
be celebrating its 5Oth anniver- 
sary with special features, facts 
and trivia commemorating the 
event. Our conference has a rich 
history of success on the playing 
field and in the classroom. Over 
the academic year, the confer- 
ence will be highlighting the 
student-athletes, teams, coaches, 
and administrators from the last 
50 years. 


@turleysports 


www.turleysports.com 


F dacebook.com/turleysports 





























Turleysports 
Athlete of the TOecek 


Madalyn Theriault 


Palmer High School 


( “she nce to Theriault as 
she notched her 100th point in 
Palmer’s win over Pathfinder 

last Monday. 

To nominate someone for Athlete 
of the Week, contact Managing Sports 
Editor Gregory A. Scibelli at 413-283- 
8393 ext. 258 or send an e-mail to gs- 
cibelli@turley.com. 









Sophia Dobek takes a long kick. 
SOGGER | from page 4 

goal,” said Theriault. “The rest of the game 
was a lot more fun for me.” 

Theriault who finished the home match 
by posting her first hat-trick of the season, 
had been stuck on 99 career points since a 
5-1 home win against Ware on Oct. 8. She 
didn’t record any points in Palmer’s next 
three games against Monson, South Hadley, 
and Belchertown. The Lady Panthers season 
was then put on pause for two weeks because 
of COVID-19. 

“Tt was definitely frustrating,” said Theri- 
ault, who trained on her own during the two 
weeks her team was off. “I just couldn’t wait 
to get back out onto the field again with my 
teammates. I’m so glad that we’ll have the 
opportunity to play a couple of more games 
with the seniors.” 

The seven seniors for Palmer are Chelsea 
Bigos, Avery Labonte, Olivia Sloat, Olivia 
Coughlin, Jillian Lombardi, Miyah Mega, and 
Abby Rathbone. 

Ava Denault, who wound up with three 
assists in the Pathfinder game, and Theriault 
have known each other since they were in kin- 
dergarten. 

“Maddy has worked so hard to reach 
this milestone. Everyone on the team is very 





Follow Turley Sports on Instagram 


friends and loved ones. We 
will be featuring photos from 
all 11 of our sports sections in 
the coming weeks, but as al- 
ways, you can see all the pho- 
tos that appear by subscribing 
to your local paper or picking 
up a copy in your community. 


Turley Publications 
sports department has recently 
joined Instagram. You can find 
our account by searching “tur- 
leysports.” We will regularly 
feature samples of photos that 
you will see in our publica- 
tions on a weekly basis. Please 
follow and share with your 
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proud of her,’ Denault said. “She’s one of my 
best friends and it has been awesome being 
teammates with her on the soccer team the 
past four years.” 

Denault and Theriault hooked up again 
about three minutes later. 

The home team was given an indirect kick 
inside the box following a head ball, which 
aren’t allowed this year because of COVID. 
Denault tapped the ball over to Theriault, who 
blasted a shot into the back of the net. 

‘Ava has assisted on most of the goals 
during my high school career,’ Theriault said. 
“We practice a lot together and we’re like a 
dynamic duo.” 

Denault’s final assist of the game came 
on a goal by Mega, who’s one of the senior 
captains, which increased the Lady Panthers 
lead to 3-0 with eight minutes remaining in 
the opening quarter. 

Theriault was credited with the assist on 
the only goal by either team during the sec- 
ond quarter, which was scored by sophomore 
Gwen Dugan. 

According to Marciano, Amy Dugan, 
who is Gwen’s aunt, finished her high school 
soccer career with 84 points, which had been 
the highest point total in the program’s histo- 


- 


Ig 


dune 





ry. Dugan is currently living in California and 
played soccer at Dartmouth College. 

With the Lady Panthers holding a com- 
fortable 4-0 advantage, Marciano moved 
Theriault back to defense late in the first half. 

The only position that Theriault hasn’t 
played during her outstanding varsity soc- 
cer career is goalkeeper. She doesn’t plan on 
making saves in the future. 

“T never want to be a goalie because I 
don’t think I would be very good at that posi- 
tion,” she said. “Ill play any other position on 
the field to help my team.” 

The three Lady Panthers second half 
goals were scored by freshman Payton Baer, 
junior Caitlin Lebel, and Theriault. 

The two Lady Pioneers goals after half- 
time were scored on chip shots by sophomore 
Ava Theoclis, who played for Palmer a year 
ago. Her first goal was assisted by freshman 
Victoria Stephens. Freshman Sasha Williams 
was given the assist on Pathfinder’s second 
goal. 

The other three Pathfinder players, who 
also played soccer at Palmer High School, are 
freshman Sophia Dobek, sophomore Steph- 
anie Kozlick, and junior Cordelia Hageman. 





Miyah Mega looks to make a Cross. 
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Our Family 
Cares 


Insurance Agency Inc About Your 


HOME — AUTO — BUSINESS — 


lire Family 


CONGRATULATIONS 
ATHLETE! 


Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff 
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing 


143 West Street 
Ware, MA 01082 


45 North Main Street 
Belchertown, MA 01007 


www.moultoninsurance.com 


Se 7 More companies, 
independent MOLE choices, 
Agent: BETTER RATES! 


LUDLOW — WUP FC is ex- 
cited to hold winter tryouts for 
the 2020-2021 season. Tryouts 
are for Boys and Girls of all age 
groups (2012 - 2002 birth years). 
An open house for younger ages can be 
scheduled upon request. 

Developmental Academy: play- 
ers born in 2013-2015 

First Kick: players born in 2016 

Tryouts remaining will be held 
Nov. 19 and Nov. 20 at Lusitano and 
Ana Dias Middle fields. There are 
various tryout times for age groups 


413-967-3327 ARBELLA 


INSURANCE 


Tryouts wrapping up for Pioneers 


and more information can be found 
at www.westernunitedpioneers.com. 
This registration session will allow you 
to complete contact information, and 
sign up for participation. Please read 
through each page carefully to ensure 
that all information is provided accu- 
rately. 

We want to create the safest en- 
vironment for your player due to 
COVID-19. Each player should bring 
water, a ball, shin guards, and wear a 
mask. 





Help feature your student-athletes 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


The fall season is nearing its end 
and Turley Publications has been all 
over the action. 

But with this unpredictable season 
there have been temporary or in some 
cases, permanent stoppages in play, 
and we still want to help feature your 
athletes, especially those who are se- 
niors this year. 

We continue to ask for help on this 
season in order to bring the best cov- 
erage we can possibly manage and fill 
our pages with names and color. 

We know that fans will be limited 
to the home crowds, but that is where 
you all come in. 

We have a limited number of staff 
to start the school year due to the pan- 
demic, and while we strive to get to as 
many games as possible, we cannot get 
to everywhere. 

If you are a parent, coach, or even 
player, and you have information or 
photographs to share, we definitely 


want to hear from you. 

If you don’t see one of our photog- 
raphers at a game, please feel free to 
send your own action photos of games 
in order to bolster our coverage. If you 
are interested in regularly submitted 
photos, please do contact us. 

Otherwise, we would love to hear 
from anyone who reports scores, de- 
tails, and any milestones that occur 
during this unprecedented season. 
Please be sure the information you 
provide us is accurate and check with 
coaches, if necessary, before submit- 
ting. 

Additionally, with the various 
senior games that have been held al- 
ready or are still waiting to be held, we 
welcome submitted photos from those 
events and information about graduat- 
ing seniors who participated in Fall | 
Sports. 

We also encourage all coaches 
to submit their results and details as 
much as possible. Send any and all in- 
formation and photos for inclusion to 
sports @turley.com. 
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any major spreads. 

While there have been major out- 
breaks the state government has at- 
tributed house parties, there were not 
any known cases of major outbreaks 
among high school sports teams. There 
were some isolated cases and games 
postponed due to contact tracing lead- 
ing to some quarantining, but no major 
sickness among the teams. 

The season was also made very 
successful by a coordinated effort 
among athletic directors to have prop- 
er protocols in place and staff to help 


enforce mask-wearing and social dis- 
tancing. Soccer and girls volleyball had 
extra staff used to clean and sanitize 
game balls. Girls volleyball cycled in 
new balls on every play. 

The season unfortunately conclud- 
ed without any tournaments for the first 
time in years. This would have been the 
final year for state-sanctioned sectional 
tournaments. The state is still sched- 
uled to go to a statewide tournament 
format next fall, when hopefully a full, 
normal season will be played. 





WINTER 1 from page / 


coverings for all sports with the excep- 
tion of swimming. Swimming is also 
supposed to be able to take place, but 
with modifications made to limit the 
number of participants in a pool area. 
The PVIAC only allowed home 
fans at outdoor contests during the fall 
with some schools allowing no fans at 


all for various reasons, including the 
ability to control attendance. A few 
schools allowed one guest per home 
athlete in volleyball, while most did not 
allow any fans. It is unknown whether 
any fans will be permitted at basketball 
and hockey contests. 


November 19, 2020 


DEATH NOTICES 


Diane Jean Casavant, 69 
Died: Nov. 5, 2020 
services are Private 


Crystal L. Easterly 
(Smith), 41 

Died: Nov. 11, 2020 
Visitation: 10 a.m.-noon 
Nov. 20 at Beers & Story in 
Palmer 


Donald F. Reim, 90 

Died: Nov. 11, 2020 
Graveside service 

was held Nov. 14 

St. Peter and Paul Ceme- 
tery, Bondsville 


(Hogan), 79 


Ware 


Catherine L. Welsh 


Died: Nov. 8, 2020 
Burial Nov. 20 at 1:30 p.m. 
New St. William Cemetery, 


Mary Lou Woolley, 72 
Died: Nov. 8, 2020 
Services are Private 





OBITUA RIE S 


Diane Jean Casavant 





CORINTH — Diane Jean 
Casavant, 69, passed away 
peacefully at her home on Nov. 
552020, 

She was born Oct. 23, 1951, 
in Palmer, Massachusetts, the 
daughter of Paul and Dorothy 
Raymond. 

Her family brought love and 
joy to her life each and every day. 
Diane enjoyed spending time at 
their camp on Boyd Lake and 
loved fishing with her family. 

Diane was known for her 
beautiful afghans she made lov- 
ingly for her family and close 
friends. She especially loved 
and cherished her time with her 


grandchildren. 

Diane is survived 
by her husband, Ju- 
lien; her two sons 
Donnie and his wife 
Terri Jane, Kevin and 
his wife Angel; her 
grandchildren,  Kait- 
lynn, Kayla, Kristian, 
and Bayley; her moth- 
er, Dorothy Raymond; 
her brothers Ronnie and _ his 
wife Mary Jane, Gary and his 
wife Bonnie, Russell; her sister 
Cheryl; her brother in-laws Rog- 
er, Rene, Urban, Dennis and his 
wife Cindy, Paul and his wife 
Patty, Mike and his wife Lau- 





ra; her sister in-laws 
Theresa, Flora and 
her husband Dennis, 
Mary, Dianne; several 
nieces and nephews. 

She was_ prede- 
ceased by her father 
Paul Raymond, her 
brother Allen Ray- 
mond, her father in- 
law and mother in-law 
Lucien and Madeline Casavant. 

A private ceremony of re- 
membrance will be held for her 
immediate family. 

Condolences to the fami- 
ly may be expressed at Brook- 
ingsSmith.com 


Crystal Easterly, 41 


PALMER — Crystal L. 
(Smith) Easterly, 41, passed 
away unexpectedly on Nov. 11, 
2020. 

She was born in Ware on 
Dec. 4, 1978, daughter of the 
late Michael W. Smith and Bon- 
nie (Merritt) Smith. 

Crystal’s crafty talents 
could be seen with the beauti- 
ful dream catchers she created 
along with the many other arts 
and crafts that she designed. She 
loved muscle cars (like her Dad) 
and appreciated music immense- 
ly but most importantly, Crystal 
was all about family. 

On Nov. 6, 2019, she was 


predeceased by her fa- 
ther. 

Her love and 
memory will be cher- 
ished by her moth- 
er, Bonnie Smith of 
Wales, her son, Austin 
Easterly and her girl- 
friend, Alicia Stepno 
both of Chicopee. Her 
sister, Natasha Per- 
ry of Greenfield, brother, Kyle 
Perry of Adams, niece Kacie 
Mundell, nephew, Caleb Carney, 
along with Alicia’s children, An- 
thony, Mason and Hailey Step- 
no, stepfather, Michael Perry of 
Charlton and many aunts and 





uncles will also dearly 
miss her. 

Visitation will be 
held 10 a.m. to noon 
Friday, Nov. 20, at the 
Beers & Story Palmer 
Funeral Home, fol- 
lowed by a time of re- 
membrance. 

Burial will be at 
the convenience of the 
family. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
make donations to the family for 
her son Austin’s future. For de- 
tails, please visit beersandstory. 
com. 
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QO BI TUARIE S 
Catherine L. Welsh, 79 


PALMER — Catherine L. 
(Hogan) Welsh, 79, of Palmer, 
died at home surrounded by her 
loving family on Sunday, Nov. 8, 
2020. 

She leaves her three children; 
Tammy Valdez of Three Rivers, 
Deborah Britten and her husband 
Brian of Chicopee and Chris 
Welsh and his wife Chirstine of 
Palmer; her sister Delores Shea 
of Ware; her six grandchildren, 
Taryn, Ryan, Caitlin, Michael, 
Karyce and Caleena; her four 
great-grandchildren, Talia, Tyler, 
Arianna and Tianna; as well as 
her nieces, Sharon Lagrant and 
Kathleen Soltys. She is prede- 
ceased by her grandson, Tommy, 
her five brothers, Michael, How- 
ard, Frannie, Eddie and Dickie; 
and her long-time companion 
Eddie Przybyla. She was born in 
Springfield, Vermont, the daugh- 
ter of the late Howard and Agnes 
(Jacque) Hogan. 


Mary Lou Woolley 1948 


LUDLOW — Mary Lou 
Woolley, 72, passed away un- 
expectedly on Sunday, Nov. 8, 
2020 at Baystate Medical Center. 

She was a longtime resident 
of Monson and spent several 
years in Seminole, Fla., near her 
sisters. She was born on April 
14, 1948, daughter of the late 
Kenneth and Margaret (Potter) 
Labarge and was educated local- 
ly. 

Mary Lou was a longtime 
caring mental health worker 
for the State of Massachusetts 
and worked for many years at 
Belchertown State School and 
Monson Developmental Center. 

In 2007 Mary Lou was pre- 
deceased by her beloved son, 
Shawn McIntyre. She was also 
predeceased by her husband, 
Lawrence Woolley. She was a 





Donald F. Reim, 90 


THREE RIVERS — Don- 
ald F. Reim, 90, passed away 
Nov. 11, 2020, surrounded by his 
loving family. 

He was born on Jan. 26, 
1930, in West Warren to the late 
Roy and Clara (Vilandri) Reim. 
Donald proudly and honorably 
served his country as a medic 
in U.S. Army until December of 
1949. After completing his mili- 
tary service, Donald worked as a 
truck driver for Monson Devel- 
opmental Center until retiring. 

He loved hunting and tak- 
ing trips to the casino in his 
leisure. Most of all, Donald en- 
joyed spending his time with his 


beloved family and 
grandchildren. 
Besides his par- 
ents, Donald was pre- 
ceded in death by his 
loving wife, Evelyn 
(Magiera) Reim in 
2019; brothers, Ken- 
neth and Roy Reim; 
and sisters, Evelyn 
Cummings and Shir- 
ley Giroux. He is survived by 
his four children, David Reim 
and wife Cathy; Kevin Reim 
and wife Linda; Richard Reim; 
and Sharon Reim. He also leaves 
his brother Charles (Marjorie) 
Reim and his sister Phyllis Ad- 


The Journal Register 





ams as well as many 
grandchildren, great 
grand children and 
one great-great grand- 
child. 

A graveside ser- 
vice was held Nov. 14 
at St. Peter and Paul 
Cemetery in Bonds- 
ville. 

In lieu of flow- 
ers, donations in Donald’s name 
may be made to the American 
Heart Association or Dana-Far- 
ber Cancer Institute. Please visit 
beersandstory.com to sign the 
online guest book. 







OBITUARY POLICY 











Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries. 
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, which allows families to publish 
extended death notice information of their own choice and may include a photograph. Death 


Notices & Paid Obituaries should be submitted through a funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 
Exceptions will be made only when the family provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 
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of his release,’ Patrolman Ryan 
Olszta said. 

Last Friday, Cocchi announced 
the 13 arrests, including charges 
against suspects accused of com- 
mitting new crimes in local commu- 
nities. Two of them were in Ludlow. 
Charges include assault and battery 
on a household member, assault 
and battery on a pregnant victim, 
distribution of cocaine, subsequent 
offense and assault and battery on 
a child with injury, according to the 
sheriff’s department. 

The Ludlow Police Department 
was not involved in those arrests. 

One of the 13 suspects, Cocchi 
said last week, allegedly cut off his 
GPS monitoring device and was lat- 
er arrested on charges of carjacking 
and armed robbery. 

“What we have here are repeat 
offenders leaving more victims in 
the community after having been 
released early over COVID-19 con- 
cerns,” he said. 

“This is a very dangerous situ- 
ation for the public. I have ordered 
my apprehension team 
along with our law en- 
forcement task force part- 
ners to locate and arrest 
these individuals to bring 
them to justice.” 

More than 400 men 
and women in the county 
jail in Ludlow were re- 
leased last spring follow- 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 


20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 


Catherine worked 
as a transportation dis- 
patcher at the Monson 
Developmental Center 
and was also a hair- 
dresser by trade. 

Catherine was a 
loving and devoted 
mother, grandmother, 
sister, aunt and friend. 
She enjoyed her time 
visiting Foxwoods, Mohegan 
Sun, Atlantic City and played 
bingo every Tuesday and Thurs- 
day night with her friends. Cath- 
erine had a deep love for her 
family, she enjoyed watching her 
grandkids play sports as she was 
their biggest fan. She also took 
pride in her green thumb, caring 
for her houseplants and flowers. 
She had an adventurous spirit 
and a love for travel. 

A Funeral Mass for Cath- 
erine was held Nov. 13 at All 
Saint’s Church in Ware. Burial 


longtime member of ~~ °% jj’ 


First Church of Mon- 
son Congregational, 
the Hearts Willing 
Club, and numerous 
button clubs including 
the National Button 


Society. 
Mary Lou enjoyed 
reading, watching 


Hallmark movies and 
Dr. Phil. She especially loved 
spending time with her family 
and known for her humor. She 
is survived by her two daugh- 
ters, Laurie Williams and her 
husband Ozzie of Springfield; 
Grace McIntyre and her signifi- 
cant William Davis of Monson; 
her two sisters, Carol Lemieux 
of Seminole, Fla., and Rose Le- 
tourneau of Palm Coast, Fla. 
She will be dearly missed 


ing a Massachusetts Supreme Court 
ruling. More than 2,000 others re- 
ceived conditional release across 
the commonwealth. 

In a news release following a 
lawsuit filed to compel mass releas- 
es from jails across Massachusetts, 
Cocchi vigorously opposed the rul- 
ing. 

Steve O’Neil, public infor- 
mation officer for the Sheriff’s 
Department, said, “of the 412 [re- 
leased] from Hampden County, 
106 have been picked up on addi- 
tional charges,” including three who 
O’Neil said violated probation. An- 
other 17 from that group have out- 
standing warrants pending, O’ Neil 
said. 

Like Cocchi, O’Neil said let- 
ting the suspects out of jail before 
their charges were adjudicated 
because of COVID concerns was 
overly cautious and put the public 
at risk. 

“It was unwarranted,’ O’Neil 
said. “We had strict conditions in 
place to prevent COVID infections 
from spreading. There was no rea- 
son for the wholesale release.” 











will be held Friday, 
1:30 p.m. Friday Nov. 
20, in New St. William 
Cemetery in Ware. 

In accordance 
with the — current 
COVID-19 MA guide- 
lines, masks must be 
worn while at the fu- 
neral home, the church 
and in the cemetery 
and social distancing guidelines 
must be followed. In lieu of flow- 
ers, memorial donations may be 
made to Shriner’s Hospital for 
Children, 516 Carew Street, 
Springfield, MA, 01104 or shri- 
nershospitalforchildren.org. 

Charbonneau Funeral 
Home, 30 Pleasant St., in Ware 
is assisting her family with ar- 
rangements. An online guest 
book is available at charbon- 
neaufh.com 


by her six grandchil- 
dren: Kristy, Kiyanna, 
Kaylee-Anna, Ka- 
reena, Shannon and 
Amanda as well as her 
adored 10 great grand- 
children. She _ also 
leaves several nieces, 
nephews, cousins and 
friends to remember 
her spirited ways. 

The funeral services will be 
private and the burial will be in 
Hillcrest Cemetery, Monson. In 
lieu of flowers, memorial con- 
tributions may be made in Mary 
Lou’s name to the Shriners Hos- 
pitals for Children, 516 Carew 
St., Springfield, MA 01104. 
Please visit lombardfuneral- 
home.com for more details or 
to share online condolences and 
memories. 


Cocchi contends law enforce- 
ment wasn’t given adequate time to 
plan for the mass release. The state- 
ment put out by the department last 
Friday mentioned the “continuing 
difficulty in establishing bridges to 
community-based services for sub- 
stance use disorder and the level of 
seriousness of the crimes some of 
the people being released are ac- 
cused of committing.” 

The alleged crimes Cocchi re- 
ferred to include charges of “Aggra- 
vated Rape of a Child, Paying for 
Sex with a Child Under 14, Failure 
to Register as a Sex Offender, As- 
sault with Intent to Murder, Assault 
& Battery on a Family/Household 
Member, Assault & Battery on a 
Child with Injury, and Assault & 
Battery on a Police Officer” among 
others. 

“The safety of the public is my 
top concern,” he said in the state- 
ment. 

“T pledge to do everything in 
my power to ensure we are not al- 
lowing offenders to re-offend in our 
communities.” 


LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC. 
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‘’ Benches * Statues “ Monuments “ Custom Design Work 
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I would like to thank the Town of Ware 
Ambulance Professionals who transported 


Cathy from home to MLOC. 


I would like to give thanks to the Emergency 
Department Staff at MaryLane Outpatient 
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Center for taking care of Cathy when she was in 
desperate need of your help the past couple of 
months. 


Thanks to our wonderful "friends, volunteers and patrons. 
Hours: 
Tues. 10am - 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Thurs. 10am - 4pm ¢ Fri. 1Oam-4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE My Greatest Thanks has to go to Baystate Wing 


from the E-Dept., to G-Psych, to the floor unit 
to special care to Dr. Ford for your honesty & 
truthfulness, to Laurie head nurse thank you for 
being so giving. All of the staff, I know who you 
are, I will never forget you. You are all A-plus. 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Lott during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 
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A TURLEY PUBLICATION Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library 
Ea sa ee ee | use 


From the family of our beloved 
Cathy Bartholomew who left us on 11/01/20. 
You will never be forgotten. 


Philip S. Bartholomew 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD 
CHAIRS - Restored with new 
woven seats — Many styles and 
weaves available. Call (413)289- 
6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice Re- 
mote. Some restrictions apply. Call 
1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


2 YEAR SEASONED OAK & 
Hardwood. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 
(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 





Ai SEASONED FIREWOOD 
Prompt Delivery and Competitive 
Pricing. Call now S & K 413-267. 
3100 


CORD WOOD Debarked and bark- 
on firewood, Seasoned & Green. 
Tree Removal Services. Call for 
Pricing 978-423-2889 www.Central- 
MassTree.com 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


"IISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 
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Class 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New En- 
gland. Reach 4 million potential 
readers quickly and inexpensively 
with great results. Use the Buy New 
England Classified Ad Network by 
calling (413)283-8393, classi- 
fieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads 
now!! Visit our website to see where 
your ads run communitypapersne. 
com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer 
with an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and installation! 
Call us at 1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with 
an ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now 
for $250. OFF your stairlift pur- 
chase and FREE DVD & brochure! 


1-844-325-8610 


A B Hauling and 
Removal Service 





A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE 


Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


EARLY 
DEADLINE 


To Celebrate THANKSGIVING 


tor CLASSIFIED ADS 


For the week of Nov. 23rd publications 


DEADLINE Is 


Thursda 





A TURLEY PUBLICATION 


Noon, Nov. 19 





24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 ¢ 413-283-8393 © www.turley.com 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


at 





2***** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es- 
timate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 
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RADY 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 










DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 


FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 

(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: 

www.artis4every1.com 

or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


: Post your 
| job openings 
= in our 
oom classifieds. 


We get results! 





I1edas 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat- 
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377 


PAVING 


STANLEY AND SONS PAVING 
Third Generation of quality drive- 
ways, parking lots, roadways. Free 
Estimates. Loam Delivery Senior Dis- 
counts. Call anytime (413)267-1996, 
(413) 246-7999 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se- 
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grina- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call: 413-283-8393 


DEADLINES: 
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RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


BUILDING MAINTENANCE 
PERSON Ware Property looking for 
a full time Maintenance Person who 
can handle the day to day activities 
of maintaining historic properties. Ba- 
sic knowledge of carpentry, electric, 
plumbing, window repair, landscaping 
and plowing. Drivers License required. 
Rick (508) 868-7137 


FOR RENT 








EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.’ We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
¢Fully Applianced 
Community Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


EQUAL HOUSING Gl 


OPPORTUNITY 


STORAGE 


SELF STORAGE 
WARREN/WARE 
Lowest prices, new units! 
Call Mary (413) 531-3722. 
Securestoragema.com 


WINTER STORAGE Brand New Fa- 
cility Ware. Boats, RV’s, Jet Skis. 
(413)531-3722 Mary 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, Call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 


50¢ for each additional word. 
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Senate Ways and Means Releases FY 2021 Budget Recommendations 


BOSTON -— The Senate Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means recently 
announced a $45.985 billion budget 
for Fiscal Year 2021. 

he Committee’s budget is a 
responsible and balanced plan that 
ensures fiscal stability and _ rec- 
ommends targeted investments to 
protect access to core essential ser- 
vices, address urgent needs, and 
support efforts to build an equitable 
recovery for the Commonwealth in 
response to the COVID-19 pandem- 
Ic. 

“As I have often said, Mas- 
sachusetts is a Commonwealth— 
which means that we take care of 
each other—and that’s what this 
budget does,” stated Senate Presi- 
dent Karen E. Spilka (D-Ashland). 

“T am immensely proud of 
Chair Rodrigues, his team, Vice 
Chair Friedman and Assistant Vice 
Chair Lewis and the entire Senate 
Committee on Ways and Means for 
the budget they have released today 
under very difficult circumstances. 
This budget utilizes a judicious use 
of reserves and targeted revenue 
initiatives while making notable in- 
vestments in the areas of life most 
impacted by our current crisis to 
help us build towards an equitable 
recovery,’ Spilka said. 

“As a member of the Ways and 
Means Committee, I am pleased 
with the investments we were able 
to make in this budget during what 
is a very difficult year by all ac- 
counts,” said Senator Anne M. Gobi 
(D-Spencer). “This is a positive step 
towards improving lives and liveli- 
hoods, and gives much needed sup- 
port to those who have been waiting 
for funding level allocations to plan 
for the coming year.” 

The Committee’s budget rec- 
ommends a total of $45.985 bil- 
lion in spending, a 5.5% increase 
over the Fiscal Year 2020 (FY20) 
General Appropriations Act. This 
spending recommendation is based 


Public Notices 


on a revised tax revenue estimate 
of $27.592 billion, which provides 
for $3.558 billion less in available 
revenue than the original consen- 
sus revenue estimate of $31.15] 
billion, as originally agreed upon 
in January. To close this anticipated 
revenue shortfall, the FY21 budget 
includes $1.5 billion from the Sta- 
bilization Fund, ensuring a majority 
of the Stabilization Fund balance re- 
mains for future years, $1.38 billion 
in available federal supports, and 
more than $400 million in new rev- 
enue initiatives. It also avoids drastic 
budget cuts while leaving the Com- 
monwealth in a sound fiscal position 
moving forward. 

The Committee’s budget pro- 
tects Massachusetts students and ed- 
ucational institutions by preserving 
the Senate’s stated priority invest- 
ments, despite an unprecedented fis- 
cal climate. Continuing the Senate’s 
long-standing support of targeted 
investments in education, this budget 
holds harmless Chapter 70 funding in 
a manner consistent with the agree- 
ment reached between the Senate, 
House and Administration in July by 
providing $5.283 billion, an increase 
of $107.6 million over FY 20. 

This additional level of invest- 
ment will allow all school districts 
to maintain foundation spending lev- 
els while accounting for enrollment 
and inflation changes. The budget 
also includes $345 million for the 
Special Education (SPED) Circuit 
Breaker, reimbursing school districts 
for the cost of educating students 
with disabilities 
at the statutori- 
ly required 75% 4 
reimbursement 
rate. In addi- 
tion to ensuring 
stability for the 
state’s K-12 pop- 
ulation, the Com- 
mittee’s budget 
takes steps to 


invest in childcare providers and 
higher education institutions—both 
of which are of critical importance 
to the state’s economy and recovery 
in midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. 


Education investments include: 


¢ $5.283 billion for Chapter 70 
education funding 

¢ $345 million for the Special 
Education Circuit Breaker 

¢ $115 million to reimburse pub- 
lic school districts for costs incurred 
when students leave to attend charter 
schools 

¢ $82.2 million to reimburse 
school districts for regional school 
transportation costs 

¢ $560.4 million for the Univer- 
sity of Massachusetts, $308 million 
for the fifteen community colleges, 
and $285.5 million for the nine state 
universities 

¢ $40 million for a new reserve 
to cover parent fees for families re- 
ceiving subsidized childcare for the 
remainder of FY 21 

¢ $25 million for a new Early 
Education and Care Workforce and 
COVID-19 Supports Reserve to pro- 
vide classroom stabilization grants, 
incentive pay for providers, and sup- 
port for increased operational costs 
due to COVID-19 

¢ $15 million for grants to the 
Head Start program to maintain ac- 
cess to early education services for 
low-income families 

¢ $5 million for the Common- 
wealth Preschool Partnership Initia- 


LINC’S 


Plumbing & Heating 


"Call LINC'S For Your Connection" 


413-668-5299 





Lic# J27222 
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Community Outreach 
Meeting 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given 
that a Community Outreach 
Meeting for a proposed 
Marijuana Establishment 
is scheduled for December 
10, 2020 at 6:00 PM at the 
Town of Brimfield Town 
Hall Building located at 
21 Main Street, Brimfield, 
Massachusetts O1O10. 


The Community Outreach Attest: 

Meeting will be held in Deborah J. Patterson 
accordance with Social Recorder = 
Distancing Guidelines. 18792 = 
The proposed Marijuana — 11/19/2020 = 
Establishment will be ; 
an Adult-Use Marijuana 

Manufacturer and Adult-Use 

Marijuana Cultivator to be PUBLIC NOTICE 

located at 142 Holland Road, TOWN OF MONSON 


Brimfield, Massachusetts 
01010. There will be an 
opportunity for the public to 
ask questions. 

11/19/2020 


(SEAL) 

THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 
LAND COURT 
DEPARTMENT OF THE 
TRIAL COURT 
20 SM 001706 
ORDER OF NOTICE 


Heirs, Devisees, and 
Legal Representatives of 
the Estate of Gloria T. Kay; 
Jan Kay; Barbara A. Kay 
a/k/a Barbara A. Healy 

and to all persons enti- 
tled to the benefit of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act,.50 U.S.C, c..50°$3901 
(et seq) 

Bank of New York 
Mellon Trust Company, 
N.A. as Trustee for 
Mortgage Assets 
Management Series I Trust 

claiming to have an inter- 
est in a Mortgage covering 
real property in Holland, 
numbered 61 East Brimfield 
Road, given by Gloria T. 
Kay to GSF Mortgage 
Corporation, dated July 6, 13, 
2006, and recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 16041, 
Page 1 and now held by the 
Plaintiff by assignment, has/ 
have filed with this court a 
complaint for determination 
of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status. 

If you now are, or recent- 
ly have been, in the active 
military service of the United 
States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the bene- 
fits of the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of 
the above mentioned prop- 
erty on that basis, then you 


or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and 
answer in this court at Three 
Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before 
December 14, 2020 or you 
may lose the opportunity to 
challenge the foreclosure on 
the ground of noncompliance 
with the Act. 
Witness, 
Piper, Chief Justice of this 
Court on October 30, 2020. 


Vertex Tower Assets, 
LLC (the “Applicant’) has 
applied for a Special Permit 
from the Town of Monson 
Planning Board to construct 
a Wireless Communications 
Facility including a 100’ 
tall monopole style tower 
at Lakeside Drive, Tax 
Assessors 
on land owned by Peter D. 
Martins and Lori S. Martins. 
The Applicant will conduct 
a Visual Demonstration 
to illustrate the location 
and height of the proposed 
To: Facility by raising a bal- 
loon at and to the height 
of the proposed Facility. 
Said Visual Demonstration 
will be held SATURDAY 
DECEMBER 5, 2020 from 
12:00 noon to 3:00 pm, 
weather and wind condi- 
tions permitting. In the 
event of inclement weather 
on December 5, 2020, the 
Visual Demonstration will 
be rescheduled until Sunday 
December 6, 2020, wind and 
weather conditions permit- 
ting. In the event of inclem- 
ent weather on December 5, 
2020 and December 6, 2020, 
the Visual Demonstration 
will be rescheduled until 
Saturday, December 12, 
2020 or Sunday December 
2020, wind and weath- 
er conditions permitting. 
If you have any questions 
concerning said Visual 
Demonstration, please con- 
tact the Town of Monson 
Planning Board, kbaker@ 
monson-ma.gov OR Francis 
D. Parisi, Esq., Parisi Law 
Associates, 
(401) 447-8500, EMAIL: 
fparisi@plapc.com. Please 
check the Parisi 
Associates, 
www.plapc.com after noon 
on the day before the sched- 
uled date(s) to determine if 
the balloon will be up the 
following day. 

11/19, 11/26/2020 


www.moultoninsurance.com 
M OULTON Insurance Agency 
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Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff 
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tive to expand access to preschool in 
underserved areas 

e $2 million for grants offered 
through the Massachusetts Inclusive 
Concurrent Enrollment Initiative to 
support high school students with 
intellectual disabilities ages 18-22 
with access to higher education op- 
portunities 

¢ $1.5 million for rural school 
aid assistance 

¢ $1.5 million for the Civics Ed- 
ucation Trust Fund 


This proposal solidifies Mas- 
sachusetts’ leadership in affordable 
health care and preserves access to 
essential services for our most vul- 
nerable residents. The budget funds 
MassHealth at a total of $18.577 
billion to maintain critical access to 
affordable health care coverage for 
over 1.9 million people, ensuring that 
comprehensive care for our most vul- 
nerable children, seniors and low-in- 
come residents is protected in the 
middle of a public health crisis. The 
Committee’s budget also includes 
targeted investments to maintain and 
expand access to mental health ser- 
vices while highlighting the impor- 
tance of strengthening public health 
infrastructure at the local, state and 
regional level to combat the effects 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 


Health investments include: 
¢ $500.3 million for Adult Sup- 


port Services, including assisted 
outpatient programming and com- 
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prehensive care coordination among 
health care providers 

¢ $163.6 million for a range of 
substance abuse treatment and inter- 
vention services 

¢ $94.5 million for children’s 
mental health services 

¢ $45.2 million for domestic vio- 
lence prevention services 

¢ $35.4 million for early inter- 
vention services, to ensure supports 
are accessible and available to in- 
fants and young toddlers with devel- 
opmental delays and disabilities 

¢ $20 million for funding to 
support expanded access to mental 
health services, including $10M for 
the Behavioral Health, Outreach, 
Access and Support Trust Fund and 
$10M for a new inpatient mental 
health acute care beds grant program 
to expand access to critical mental 
health services 

¢ $17.5 million for Family Re- 
source Centers to meet increased de- 
mand for services 

¢ $10 million for grants to sup- 
port local boards of health to combat 
COVID-19 

¢ $2.5 million for a new match- 
ing funds grant program to as- 
sist communities making public 
health-oriented adjustments to their 
public safety systems, including tar- 
geted reforms such as jail diversion 
programs, de-escalation training and 
professionals, and behavioral health 
staffing and supports 

¢ $1.7 million for the State Ac- 
tion for Public Health Excellence 
(SAPHE) program to support a more 


effective local and regional public 
health delivery system 

¢ $1 million for a COVID-19 
Vaccine Distribution Plan program, 
focused on equitable vaccine distri- 
bution 


In addition to these health care 
investments, the Committee’s budget 
takes meaningful steps to expand ac- 
cess to care by including provisions 
concerning same day billing that 
prohibit insurers from denying cov- 
erage for mental health services and 
primary care services solely because 
they were delivered on the same day 
in the same facility. This important 
measure will remove a significant 
financial barrier to the integration of 
primary care and mental health. 

The Senate is committed to 
building an equitable recovery from 
the unprecedented COVID-19 public 
health crisis and its economic fallout. 
To that end, the Committee’s budget 
invests in programs to educate, train, 
and prepare Massachusetts workers 
while addressing further economic 
impacts of the pandemic. 


Opportunity 
investments include: 


¢ $46.4 million for a new Eco- 
nomic Planning and Response Pro- 
gram, including grants and loans 
to small businesses, small business 
technical assistance and capital im- 
provement supports 
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Better Business Bureau to award scholarships 
to veterans attending area colleges 


WORCESTER — The Better Business Bu- 
reau of Central New England Consumer Edu- 
cation Foundation will award up to eight $500 
textbook scholarships to veterans and military 
service members attending area colleges. Last 
year’s scholarships were awarded to students at- 
tending Becker College, Mount Wachusett Com- 
munity College, Springfield College, Quinsiga- 
mond Community College and Westfield State 
University. 

To be eligible to enter for a $500 textbook 
scholarship, students are asked to test their fi- 
nancial literacy with a savvy consumer quiz and 
subscribe to BBB of Central New England’s 
consumer newsletter. They must also be current- 
ly attending a college or university located in the 
BBB of Central New England service area of 
Central and Western Massachusetts and North- 
eastern Connecticut. 

“These scholarships help veteran and mili- 
tary service members with an immediate need, 
covering a portion of their college costs,” said 


Nancy B. Cahalen, president and CEO of BBB 
of Central New England. “But more importantly, 
the application process encourages all applicants 
to develop the lifelong skills of financial litera- 



















. 





Send a child 


this Christmas - 
a Personalized 


Letter from Santa! 


Brought to you by Turley Publications, 


this memory of a lifetime is a 
special opportunity to personalize 
a child’s Christmas holiday! 


They will also receive a 
special gift 
with their 
personalized letter. 


Simply cut out the coupon below, 
fill in your payment information 


and enclose your check for $10.95.* 


The letter will be delivered 
just in time for Christmas! 


Quantities are limited, 
So dont delay, order today! 


ONLY ONE NAME PER LETTER PLEASE. 
*$10.95 for the first one, $9.95 for each additional. 


Please include phone number. 


Make copies of this form as needed. Expires 12/18/20. 


CHILD’S NAME(S) 


SHIPPING ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 


YOUR NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY STATE ___ ZIP 


PHONE 


PAYMENT ENCLOSED: 


[]CHECK LIVISA LJMASTERCARD [JAMEX ([4JDISCOVER 


CREDIT CARD # 
EXP DATE: 3 DIGIT CODE: 
PHONE: 

MAIL THIS COUPON TO: 


Santa at Turley, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 


or Call 413-283-8393 or email: ar@turley.com, 
(Subject: Santa) for immediate assistance. 


Quantities are limited. Turley Publications reserves the right to end offer at any 
time. Payment will be returned if offer expires due to limited quantity being sold 
out or multiple names per letter. Sales are based on a first come first serve basis. 


(ve 


Direct 
from the 


North Pole 


something special 


cy and scam prevention. We want to do our part 
to prevent veterans, service members, and their 
families from being targets for fraud.” 

Funded in part by BBB Accredited Busi- 
ness dues and in partnership with the U.S. De- 
partment of Defense Financial Readiness Cam- 
paign, the BBB’s Military Line program works 
to increase the level of financial literacy within 
military communities and reduce the number 
of military personnel who fall victim to preda- 
tory practices such as high interest auto loans, 
expensive insurance sales, risky real estate deals 
and work-from-home scams. Specific programs 
include financial readiness training, fraud and 
scam alerts, company and charity reviews, and 
dispute resolution services. 

Deadline for submission is Friday, Nov. 
20, 2020. Email textbooks @cne.bbb.org for the 
scholarship entry form and savvy consumer quiz. 

About BBB 

For more than 100 years, the Better Busi- 
ness Bureau has been helping people find busi- 
nesses, brands and charities they can trust. In 
2019, people turned to BBB more than 183 mil- 
lion times for BBB Business Profiles on nearly 
5.8 million businesses and Charity Reports on 
11,000 charities, all available for free at 
bbb.org. BBB of Central New England 
was founded in 1940 and serves 225 com- 
munities in Worcester, Hampshire, Hamp- 
den, Franklin, and Berkshire counties, as 
well as parts of Middlesex County and 
seven towns in Northeastern Connecticut. 
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¢ $40.6 million for adult basic ed- 
ucation services to improve access to 
skills necessary to join the workforce 

¢ $20 million for summer jobs 
and work-readiness training for at-risk 
youth 

¢ $15 million for a Community 
Empowerment and Reinvestment grant 
program to provide economic supports 
to communities disproportionately im- 
pacted by the criminal justice system 

¢ $10 million for the Workforce 
Competitiveness Trust Fund to con- 
nect unemployed and under-employed 
workers with higher paying jobs 

¢ $6 million for Regional Econom- 
ic Development Organizations to sup- 
port economic growth in all regions of 
the state 

¢ $5 million for Community Foun- 
dations to provide emergency econom- 
ic relief to historically underserved 
populations across the Commonwealth 

¢ $3 million for the Secure Jobs 
Connect program, providing job place- 
ment resources and assistance for 
homeless individuals 

¢ $2 million for the Massachusetts 
Manufacturing Extension Partnership 


Access to affordable housing, 
which has taken on new urgency for 
many during the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic in Massachusetts, is a key Senate 
building block to an equitable recovery. 
The Committee’s budget recognizes 
the crucial importance of housing to 
the Commonwealth’s recovery efforts 


and invests over $540 million in hous- 
ing stability programs to support many 
families, tenants and property owners 
in this time of crisis. 


Housing investments include: 


¢ $179.9 million for Emergency 
Assistance Family Shelters 

¢ $135 million for the Massachu- 
setts Rental Voucher Program (MRVP) 

¢ $50 million for Residential As- 
sistance for Families in Transition 
(RAFT), as well as emergency chang- 
es to the RAFT program to increase 
the maximum amount of rental assis- 
tance that a household can receive from 
$4,000 to $10,000 and allow eligible 
households facing a housing crisis to 
access both RAFT and HomeBASE. 

e $53.4 million for assistance for 
¢ $27.2 million for the HomeBASE di- 
version and rapid re-housing programs 

¢ $12.5 million for the Alternative 
Housing Voucher Program (AHVP), 
which provides rental assistance to 
people with disabilities, and $2.5 mil- 
lion for grants to improve or create ac- 
cessible affordable housing units 

¢ $10.5 million for housing vouch- 
ers for Department of Mental Health 
(DMH) clients to transition into hous- 
ing and community-based services 

e $4.75 million for the Housing 
Consumer Education Centers (HCECs) 

¢ $3.9 million for the Home and 
Healthy for Good re-housing and sup- 
portive services program, including 
$250,000 for homeless LGBTQ+ youth 

¢ $2.5 million for the Office of 
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posal provides additional protections 
and resources to tenants suffering a 
COVID-19-related financial hardship, 
as well as stability as they await short- 
term emergency rental assistance. 

Food insecurity has become one 
of the most rampant side effects of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, impacting 
children, adults and seniors alike. The 
Committee’s budget therefore prioritiz- 
es access to food resources across the 
Commonwealth. 


Food insecurity investments include: 


¢ $30 million for the Massachusetts 
Emergency Food Assistance Program 

¢ $13 million in Healthy Incentives 
Programs to ensure vulnerable house- 
holds have continued access to food 
options during the pandemic 

¢ $1.2 million for Project Bread to 
support the Child Nutrition Outreach 
Program (CNOP) and the FoodSource 
Hotline 


The Committee’s budget supports 
our cities and towns while allowing 
them flexibility to confront the unique 
challenges facing them by directing 
significant resources to local and re- 
gional aid. This includes increased 
funding for Regional Transit Author- 
ities (RTAs) to $94 million to ensure 
that commuters, students, seniors and 
people with disabilities have access to 
reliable public transportation during 
this time of critical need. Along with 
traditional local aid, the Committee’s 
budget level funds payments in lieu of 
taxes (PILOT) for state-owned land to 
$30 million. PILOT funding has been 
a beneficial source of local aid that pro- 
vides cities and towns with additional 
resources to support core public ser- 
vices. 


Local investments include: 


e $1.129 billion for unrestrict- 
ed general government aid to support 
community investments in education, 
health care, public safety and roads and 
bridges 

¢ $32.6 million for the Board of 
Library Commissioners, $11.5 million 
for regional library local aid, $12 mil- 
lion for municipal libraries and $4.4 
million for technology and automated 
resources 

e $18.2 million for the Massachu- 
setts Cultural Council to support local 
arts, culture and creative economy ini- 
tiatives 

¢ $17 million for local Councils on 
Aging to strengthen programs and ser- 
vices in senior centers in communities 
across the state. 


Senators can file amendments to 
the Senate Ways and Means recom- 
mendations until Friday, November 13, 
at 10 p.m. The full Senate will then de- 
bate the FY21 budget in formal session 
beginning Tuesday, November 17. The 
FY21 Senate Ways and Means Budget 
Recommendations are available on the 
Massachusetts legislature’s website: 
malegislature.gov/Budget/Senate Way- 
sMeansBudget. 
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